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Chapter 11: Waterfront District Biennial Monitoring Program - 2021 
 

In 2010, Public Works created Concurrency Service Area (CSA) #6 for the Waterfront District in preparation for the 
adoption of a Waterfront District Master Plan.  In 2019, CSA #6 has 1,792 PTA with no credits given yet for 
pedestrian facilities, bicycle lanes, or transit services, but 860 credits provided for multiuse trails.  

• Cornwall Avenue has continuous sidewalks on both sides between Wharf Street and West Laurel Street 
and from Maple to Chestnut, but lack of sidewalk on the north side of the Cornwall Avenue Bridge 
requires people to cross to the south side of Cornwall to walk from downtown into the Waterfront.   

• Wharf Street is a steep and narrow street without sidewalks or bicycle lanes and construction of either 
would require major excavation of the hillside, construction of retaining walls, and significant 
environmental impact mitigation.  Sidewalks and bikeways on Wharf are considered cost prohibitive. 

• WTA transit service does not exist within the Waterfront District boundary. WTA does not currently have 
plans to serve the Waterfront, and it is likely to be a very long time before fixed route transit service 
becomes a viable option to serve the Waterfront District.  

From a concurrency standpoint, additional person trip credits were awarded upon completion of new arterials, 
sidewalks, and bicycle lanes are constructed to increase the PTA to serve new Waterfront development in 2019.  
Additional person trip credits will also be awarded if and when fixed route WTA transit service becomes available 
to the public on Granary-Laurel within the Waterfront redevelopment area. 

• Public Works constructed the Granary-Laurel arterial street in 2018-2019 in the “Downtown” portion of 
the Waterfront (Figure 11.1.), with sidewalks on both sides and a two-way bikeway/cycletrack on one 
side.  These improvements added Person Trips Available to CSA #6.   

• The historic Granary Building began redevelopment in 2016 as the first major project in the 
redevelopment of the 200-acre Waterfront District and at the beginning of 2020 is yet to be completed. 

• All-American Marine Boats has relocated its manufacturing site from the Fairhaven Shipyards industrial 
area to the I-J Waterway in the Waterfront District. 

• Itek, a major solar panel manufacturer, has relocated its manufacturing site from the Irongate Industrial 
Area to 800 Cornwall Avenue in the Waterfront District.  

 

Biennial Monitoring Program Report  
 

In December 2013, the City of Bellingham and the Port of Bellingham adopted the Bellingham Waterfront District 
Master Plan to guide the redevelopment of over 200 acres of industrial waterfront land into a vibrant, new 
neighborhood filled with a mix of industrial, commercial, institutional, residential, and public uses. The Bellingham 
Waterfront District Master Plan and Interlocal Agreement between the City and Port of Bellingham is available on 
the City web site at http://www.cob.org/services/planning/urban-villages/waterfront.aspx 
 

Section 20 of the Interlocal Agreement for Facilities within the Waterfront District requires the Port of Bellingham 
to provide the City with a Biennial Monitoring Program report by December 31, 2015 and every two years after, 
which will document transportation mobility into and out of the Waterfront District on arterial streets for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit busses, automobiles, and freight trucks.  In October 2019, TranspoGroup, Inc. 
completed the third Biennial Monitoring Report for the Waterfront District.  Highlights from this report are 
included in the following pages.  The Port is required to update the Biennial Monitoring Report again in late 
2021 and the results will be included in the 2022 Transportation Report on Annual Mobility. 
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Figure 11.1. Bellingham Waterfront District Boundaries 
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Figure 11.2. Data Collection Locations 
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