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A Letter from the Council

President

2018 was a pivotal year for Bellingham.

After years of negotiations, the Bellingham City Council unanimously voted to purchase the
conservation and recreation easements on Galbraith Mountain - protecting 2,182 acres of
wildland with 1,023 of those acres inside the Lake Whatcom watershed. The agreement
secures the public’s recreational use of up to 65 miles of trails considered to have the best
mountain biking in Washington. Council also formed a Climate Action Plan Task Force made
up of local stakeholders to forge a pathway for our community to achieve 100% renewable
energy by 2035.

The City is committed to doing its part - in 2019 we will begin the process of converting our
solid waste facility at Post Point in Fairhaven from incineration to anaerobic digesters, greatly
reducing the largest carbon footprint in our community.

2018 was also a year of change.

After four years on the Bellingham City Council, Roxanne Murphy became the assistant city
manager for Valdez, Alaska. Among over 20 applicants, the Council appointed Hannah Stone
as our at-large councilmember. We wish Roxanne good luck and welcome Hannah. We are
honored to have had the opportunity to serve with both councilmembers.

Council continues to commit to equity in the City’s park system, both in location and quality.
Bellingham added Waypoint Park at the waterfront and Cordata Park in the Cordata
neighborhood, which is currently under construction and due to open early 2020. We will add
pump tracks to the new Cordata Park - a popular amenity that the public has requested after
using the one at Whatcom Falls for two years.

Through the City’s ongoing commitment to reform our criminal justice system, taxpayers
have saved over S$2 million in jail costs. The City’s three-year-old Electronic Home Monitoring
program is now being replicated by Whatcom County and other small cities.

Bellingham continues to be a leader on the Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task
Force and has been awarded a MacArthur Foundation grant together with Whatcom County
for its work on criminal justice reform.
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We continue to lead the way, but more needs to happen for those who are battling substance
abuse or experiencing mental health illness. In summer 2019, Whatcom County will break
ground on a 32-bed inpatient facility, giving our officers and first responders another
alternative to jail or the emergency room.

The City is committed to prevention, intervention, treatment and aftercare for those
experiencing substance use disorder or mental health illness. We believe that addressing
social determinants of health is the way to help vulnerable and marginalized people to
experience opportunities and success versus trauma and suffering. Bellingham invests over S5
million every year in our community’s excellent nonprofit organizations, which provide our
community with a safety net. We have a breadth of leadership in our nonprofits and they need
our support to face the challenges of growing income disparities, housing unaffordability, and
inequity.

In April 2018, Council began the process of buying the long defunct JCPenney building on
Cornwall Avenue. When complete, this will reactivate a key part of downtown - increasing the
vibrancy and revitalization of our City’s Center. Further down Holly street, the Council voted
to enter a development agreement with Northwest Recycling (Parberry’s) to begin the process
that will eventually yield about 1,000 units of housing and up to 400,000 square feet of
commercial space. Consider a vibrant Cornwall Avenue, a new Waterfront neighborhood, and
a newly activated Old Town neighborhood. That'’s Bellingham in 5 years.

It is an honor to serve as your Council president. Thank you.

Dauniel Hammmill

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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Welcome
Councilmember
Hannah Stone! She
began her term on
October 1, 2018
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