




 

June 22, 2020 

To:  Bellingham City Council Members 

Cc: City of Bellingham Mayor Seth Fleetwood and Rick Sepler, Planning & Community Development 

Director 

From: Whatcom Housing Alliance Steering Committee* 

Re:  City Council Agenda Bill 22671 and updating the Bellingham Municipal Code 

 

We are writing you today to express the support from the Whatcom Housing Alliance for changing the 

“Rule of Three” in the Bellingham Municipal Code Section 20.08 and elsewhere in City policy. 

The Whatcom Housing Alliance is a broad alliance of 36 organizations including public health 

proponents, economic development agencies, for-profit and non-profit housing developers, smart 

growth enthusiasts, private business owners, and others all united to build an affordable, healthy, 

equitable, thriving, and inclusive community. We believe more housing choices will help us be a more 

sustainable region by improving our environment, the social fabric and health of our people, and 

creating a stronger economy. 

The current City of Bellingham definition of family is antiquated and discriminatory. Currently the BMC 

code cites “Family” means one or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption, or not more 

than three unrelated persons, living together within a single dwelling unit.” It is inappropriate for our 

zoning code to define family and limit the opportunity for people to share a home if they choose.  

This policy is also contrary to the recent efforts with respect to fair housing, a stated goal in the 

Assessment of Fair Housing completed in 2017, calling for actions such as, “Examine where the City may 

want to surpass State and Federal laws in protecting additional classes of people who face housing 

discrimination.”  

The Whatcom Housing Alliance is encouraged to see this issue come before the Council as a part of the 

efforts being made to ensure our local policies are inclusive of everyone in our community. 

 

Sincerely, 
The Whatcom Housing Alliance Steering Committee  
 
 
 


