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Transportation Planning Documents

The 2019-2024 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

is informed by the transportation planning documents listed 
below, which are available on the City of Bellingham 

web site by clicking on the links

2016 Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, Multimodal Transportation Chapter

2012 Pedestrian Master Plan

2014 Bicycle Master Plan

2018 Transportation Report on Annual Mobility (TRAM)

2016 Whatcom Transportation Authority (WTA) Strategic Transit Plan

Please contact the City Transportation Planner if you have questions 
about the TIP or any other transportation planning information.

Chris Comeau, AICP-CTP, Transportation Planner ............... ccomeau@cob.org

Bellingham Public Works Engineering (360) 778-7946

https://www.cob.org/Documents/planning/comprehensive-plan/2016-multimodal-transportation.pdf
https://www.cob.org/services/planning/transportation/pages/pedestrian-master-planning.aspx
https://www.cob.org/services/planning/transportation/pages/bike-master-planning.aspx
https://www.cob.org/services/planning/transportation/Pages/Transportation-Reports-on-Annual-Mobility.aspx
http://www.ridewta.com/business/reports/strategic-plan
mailto:ccomeau@cob.org


State Law Requirements for 

Six-Year Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP)

RCW 35.77.010
Perpetual advanced six-year plans for coordinated transportation program 
expenditures -- Nonmotorized transportation -- Railroad right-of-way. 

(1) The legislative body of each city and town, pursuant to one or more 
public hearings thereon, shall prepare and adopt a comprehensive 
transportation program for the ensuing six calendar years. If the city or town 
has adopted a comprehensive plan pursuant to chapter 35.63 or 35A.63 RCW, 
the inherent authority of a first-class city derived from its charter, or chapter 
36.70A RCW, the program shall be consistent with this comprehensive plan. 
The program shall include any new or enhanced bicycle or pedestrian facilities 
identified pursuant to RCW 36.70A.070(6) or other applicable changes that 
promote nonmotorized transit.

The program shall be filed with the secretary of transportation not more than 
thirty days after its adoption. Annually thereafter the legislative body of each 
city and town shall review the work accomplished under the program and 
determine current city transportation needs. Based on these findings each such 
legislative body shall prepare and after public hearings thereon adopt a revised 
and extended comprehensive transportation program before July 1st of each 
year, and each one-year extension and revision shall be filed with the secretary 
of transportation not more than thirty days after its adoption. The purpose of 
this section is to assure that each city and town shall perpetually have available 
advanced plans looking to the future for not less than six years as a guide in 
carrying out a coordinated transportation program. The program may at any 
time be revised by a majority of the legislative body of a city or town, but only 
after a public hearing.

The six-year plan for each city or town shall specifically set forth those 
projects and programs of regional significance for inclusion in the 
transportation improvement program within that region.

(2) Each six-year transportation program forwarded to the secretary in 
compliance with subsection (1) of this section shall contain information as to 
how a city or town will expend its moneys, including funds made available 
pursuant to chapter 47.30 RCW, for nonmotorized transportation purposes.

(3) Each six-year transportation program forwarded to the secretary in 
compliance with subsection (1) of this section shall contain information as to 
how a city or town shall act to preserve railroad right-of-way in the event the 
railroad ceases to operate in the city's or town's jurisdiction.

http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW  35  TITLE/RCW  35 . 63  CHAPTER/RCW  35 . 63  chapter.htm
http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW  35A TITLE/RCW  35A. 63  CHAPTER/RCW  35A. 63  Chapter.htm
http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW  36  TITLE/RCW  36 . 70A CHAPTER/RCW  36 . 70A chapter.htm
http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW  36  TITLE/RCW  36 . 70A CHAPTER/RCW  36 . 70A.070.htm
http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW  47  TITLE/RCW  47 . 30  CHAPTER/RCW  47 . 30  chapter.htm


Funding Source Definitions

NOTE: All funding sources listed below are affected by frequent changes in economic conditions, 
funding levels, and eligibility and funding criteria.

Local Funding Sources

• Bellingham Street Fund: Public Works Street Fund comprised of motor vehicle gas tax and 39%
of the total sales tax collected by the City of Bellingham.

• Bellingham Real Estate Excise Tax (REET): Comprised of 1/2 of 1% of the total real estate 
revenue for a given year.  REET funding is divided into first quarter (¼)  and second quarter (¼) 
and can be used for limited types of transportation projects.

• Bellingham Transportation Benefit District (TBD): Comprised of 0.2 cents of the total 8.7 
cents per dollar annual sales tax receipts collected within City limits to fund the following specific 
transportation needs: arterial resurfacing and non-motorized transportation infrastructure.  The 
Bellingham TBD was approved by voters, is governed by the City Council acting as the TBD Board 
of Directors, and is effective January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2020.

• Bellingham Transportation Impact Fees (TIF): The proportional share contribution from private 
developments for annual transportation investments citywide per BMC 19.06.  

Washington State Funding Sources

• State: Includes State-funded educational institutions such as Western Washington University 
(WWU), Whatcom Community College (WCC), and Bellingham Technical College (BTC). 

• Transportation Improvement Board (TIB): State grant funding for urban arterials and sidewalks.  
Includes biennial “Complete Streets” grant awards.

• WSDOT: State administered grant funding programs, such as WSDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian 
grants (BP) or State-funded Safe Routes to School (SR2S) grants.  

• WSDOT Connecting Washington (CW): Washington state gas tax 15-year funding package.

Federal Funding Sources

• Federal: Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), or U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) administered grant funding programs, including federal 
Safe Routes to School (SR2S) and Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding.

• Highway Bridge Program (HBP): Provides federal funds for structural repair or replacement 
administered by Washington State Bridge Replacement Advisory Committee (BRAC).

• STBG (formerly STP & MAP-21): Surface Transportation Block Grant provides federal funds to 
construct, maintain, and expand eligible regionally important arterial street systems.

• Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP): Provides federal funds to construct and enhance 
facilities for non-motorized transportation modes.

Private and Other Partnerships

• Transportation Impact Fees (TIF), Whatcom County, Economic Development Investment (EDI), 
Whatcom Transportation Authority (WTA), private business investment, private mitigation, etc.



FUNDING Previous FUNDED

No. PROJECT DESCRIPTION SOURCE Budget 2018 2019

Street

TBD Resurface

Resurface

Resurface

Granary Avenue-Laurel Street Street 1,000

2 (Roeder Ave to Cornw all Ave) Federal 8,200

County EDI 1,100 Build

Subtotal 10,300

Mahogany Avenue Street 850

Multimodal Arterial TBD Non-Motor 250

3 East-West arterial access betw een Federal STP / Map 21 2,650

Northw est Ave to Pacif ic Highw ay State TIB (UAP + CS) 2,750 Build

Sew er-Water-Storm 2,000

Subtotal 8,500

Cordata/Stuart Roundabout Street 300

4 Public-Private Partnership State TIB 1,500 Build

(WCC & Private Development) Private Mitigation 300

Subtotal 2,100

Lakeway Dr-Lincoln St 10% Grant Reserve 250

5 Ped-Bike Safety & Mobility WSDOT Ped-Bike 1,250 Build

HAWK signals, sidew alks, bike blvds Subtotal 1,500

Samish/Otis/Maple WSDOT Ped-Bike 250 Build

6 Amber Flashing Crosswalk TBD Non-Motor 413

(Betw een Boomer's & Aloha Site) BHA 7

Subtotal 663

Bayview/BNSF Railroad REET 500

7 Crossing Improvements Build

At-grade street/rail safety improvementsSubtotal 500

Cordata Safe Route to School TBD Resurface 200

8 [Aldrich Road - Cordata ES] TBD Non-Motor 900

(Sidew alk, bike lane east side Aldrich)BSD 75

Federal SRTS 778

Subtotal 778 1,175

9

Build

See Pedestrian  and Bicycle  Projects in Construction 2018 on next page

Arterial Street Resurfacing1

Multimodal Street Projects in Construction 2018-2019           
(Not Included in 2019-2024 TIP)

1.a. Roeder Avenue (C Street to Squalicum Pkw y)

1.b. Texas Street (Pacif ic Street to Valencia Street)



Multimodal Street Projects in Construction 2018-2019           
(Not Included in 2019-2024 TIP)



Tier 

Priority

9.a.) Tier 1

9.b.) n/a

9.c.) Tier 1

9.d.) Tier 1

9.e.) Tier 1

9.f.) Tier 1

9.g.) n/a

9.h.) n/a

9.i.) Tier 1

9.j.) Tier 1

9.k.) Tier 1

9.l.) Tier 2

9.m.)       

Tier 3

9.n.)      

Tier 2

Pedestrian and Bicycle Projects in Construction 2018                   
(Not Included in 2019-2024 TIP)

2012 Pedestrian Master Plan and 2014 Bicycle Master Plan Projects                                     

(Or related improvements not identified in these plans = n/a)

Mill Ave/21st St Pedestran Crossing Improvements                                                                        

- Includes curb extensions, ADA ramps, and marked crosswalks                                                

- Supports regional Mill Avenue Bike Boulevard

Roeder Avenue Buffer Protected Bicycle Lanes  from C Street to Squalicum Parkway                                      

- Coupled with arterial resurfacing projact 1.a. and includes removal of on-street 

parking, rechannelization of vehicle travel lanes to add a center turn lane, and buffer 

protected bicycle lanes on both sides

Woburn/Fraser Pedestrian & Bicycle Crossing Improvements                                                      

- Construct Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) Crosswalk at Cemetery Trail      

- Construct a driveway cut at Whatcom Falls Trail for bicyclists and Park maintenance

Mill Ave/14th St Pedestran Crossing Improvements                                                                        

- Includes curb extensions, ADA ramps, and marked crosswalks                                                

- Supports regional Mill Avenue Bike Boulevard

Alderwood Avenue Bike Boulevard from Northwest Avenue to Bennett Drive                                   

- Includes bicycle shared lane markings and traffic calming speed humps

Cornwall Avenue Bicycle Lane Enhancements from Ohio Street to Illinois Street                                     

- Includes dashed line continuation of bike lanes across all side streets

Orleans/Illinois Pedestrian & Bicycle Crossing Improvements                                                         

- Includes curb extensions, ADA ramps, marked crosswalks.                                                      

- Supports regional Illinois Street Bike Boulevard

Undine Street Sidewalk (east side) from Alabama Street to Texas Street                                   

- Supports HAWK signal at Alabama/Undine

Texas Street Sidewalk (south side) from Pacific Street to Valencia Street                                      

- Coupled with arterial resurfacing project 1.b.

Woburn/Kentucky Pedestrian Sidewalk & Crossing Improvements                                             

- Includes reconstruction of intersection, sidewalk west side; Marked Crosswalk

Barkley Boulevard Bicycle Lanes from Woburn Sreet to Britton Road                                        

- Includes rechannelization of vehicle lanes, enhancement of substandard bike lanes

B Street/Girard Street Pedestran Crossing Improvements                                                                        

- Includes removal of traffic signal, curb extensions, ADA ramps, marked crosswalks                                                

Northwest-Elm-Dupont Bicycle Lane Enhancement - Whatcom Creek to Bakerview Rd    

- Includes dashed line continuation of bike lanes across all side streets

Puget Street Bicycle Lanes from Lakeway Drive to Civic Field driveway/Skate Park                                     

- Remove parking east side, install bike lanes on both sides of Puget Street



Pedestrian and Bicycle Projects in Construction 2018                   
(Not Included in 2019-2024 TIP)



FUNDING Previous PROJECT

No. PROJECT DESCRIPTION SOURCE Budget 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 TOTALS

Annual Arterial Street Street 1,320 1,055 1,685 2,065 2,600 2,640 2,680

1 Pavement Resurfacing1
TBD Resurface 2,000 2,315 2,150 0

1) Increase annual sales tax 1.5 - 2.0% Subtotal 3,320 3,370 3,835 2,065 2,600 2,640 2,680 20,510

Nonmotorized Transportation2
TBD Non-Motor 1,300 1,300 750 0

2 Sidew alk & Bikew ay Improvements 10% Grant Reserve 0 0 0

2) Current TBD expires 12/31/2020 Subtotal 1,300 1,300 750 0 3,350

West Horton Road Multimodal Street 1,100 600

Corridor Improvements-Phase 1 TBD Non-Motor 300 500

3 (Current terminus to Aldrich Road) Private Mitigation 1,312

Federal STP/Map 21 1,800

Subtotal 4,512 1,100 5,612

Orchard Drive Extension Street 864

4 Multimodal Grade-Separated Federal STP-R 1,250

Crossing of Interstate 5 WSDOT Gas Tax 3,500

(Birchw ood/Squalicum to James St) Subtotal 5,614 12,114

F Street/BNSF Railroad Crossing 1st 1/4 REET 40

5 Safety Improvements Federal HSIP 690 Build

(Holly Street to Roeder Ave) Subtotal 700 700

Ellis Street Bridge Reconstruction Street 100

6 (Ellis - N. State Intersection) TBD Resurface 300 285

Federal BRAC 2,740 Build

Subtotal 3,140 285 3,425

Cordata-Horton-Stuart Parks Build

7 Multimodal Safety Improvements TBD Non-Motor 300

(Rechannelization & Buffered Bike Lanes) Subtotal 300 300

Downtown Pedestrian Safety and  Street 357

8 Traffic Signal Improvements TBD Non-Motor 250

(Holly/High; State/Maple; State/Laurel) Private Mitigation 143

Subtotal 750 750

Northwest Ave / Bakerview Rd. Street 75 Build

9 Intersection Safety Improvements TBD Non-Motor 500

(ADA & Bike Lane Enhancements) Subtotal 75 500 575

Telegraph Road Multimodal Street 300 500 500

Safety Improvements TBD Non-Motor 1,000

(2/3-mile Deemer Road to James Street) TBD Resurface 500

10 Center turn lane, traff ic signals at Deemer Private Mitigation 100 100 100

and James, bike lanes, sidew alks, storm WTA 62

w ater, f lashing crossw alks at bus stops, Federal STBG 1,650

requires right-of-w ay acquisition Unknow n 1,000

Subtotal 400 2,100 2,312 1,000 5,812

FUNDED UNFUNDED

Build

6,500

6,500

Build

Build

See project sheet #2 for 2019-2020 project list

Transportation Improvement Projects 2019-2024 (Fund Page 1)
Cost Estimates (000's) 2018 Dollars



FUNDING Previous PROJECT

No. PROJECT DESCRIPTION SOURCE Budget 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 TOTALS

11 Bellingham Railroad Quiet Zones 1st 1/4 REET 210 250 250 250

Subtotal 210 250 250 250 960

Samish-Maple-Ellis Corridor Street 50 90

12 Multimodal Safety Improvements TBD Non-Motor 10% 250

Road Diet + Buffer Protected Bike Lanes Unknow n 1,000

(Bill McDonald Pkw y to Lakew ay Drive) Subtotal 50 250 90 1,000 1,390

Lincoln & Byron Street 160

13 Multimodal Safety Improvements TBD Non-Motor 10% 400

Traff ic Signal, HAWK signals, sidew alks, WWU 140

and Bike Lane Enhancements Unknow n 1,600

(Fred Meyer to Samish/I-5 Overpass) Subtotal 140 560 1,600 2,300

James/Bakerview Intersection Street 120

14 Safety Improvements Federal STP 385

(Expandable roundabout) Unknow n 3,300

Subtotal 505 3,300 3,805

James Street Multimodal Street 50

15 Safety Improvements Pvt Mitigation

(E. Orchard to Bakerview ) Unknow n 7,000

(Safety & Feasibility Study) Subtotal 50 7,000 7,000

North James Street Pvt Mitigation 600

16 Multimodal Arterial Connection Unknow n 3,000

(Gooding to Van Wyck) Subtotal 600 3,000 3,600

West Horton Road Multimodal Federal Map 21 1,000

Corrdor Extension, Phase 2 County Road Fund 260

17 [City-County Partnership] Pvt Mitigation 1,000

(Aldrich to Northw est) Unknow n 10,000

Subtotal 1,260 1,000 10,000 12,260

Previous

FUNDING SOURCES Budget 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 TOTALS

3,629 2,362 2,435 2,565 2,600 2,640 2,680 18,911

2,300 2,600 2,650 0 0 0 0 7,550

1,600 2,600 2,650 0 0 0 0 6,850

250 250 250 250 0 0 0 1,000

3,640 6,500 0 0 0 0 0 10,140

6,865 1,000 0 1,650 0 0 0 9,515

1,912 243 100 100 0 0 0 2,355

0 260 0 62 0 0 0 322

0 0 0 0 6,900 7,000 13,000 26,900

20,196 15,815 8,085 4,627 9,500 9,640 15,680 83,543

Transportation Improvement Projects 2019-2024 (Fund Page 2)

TOTAL 2019-2024 TIP FUNDS

1st & 2nd QUARTER REET FUNDS

STATE FUNDS (TIB, WSDOT, Gas Tax, WWU, WCC, etc)

FEDERAL FUNDS (STP, SR2S, HSIP, etc)

PRIVATE MITIGATION FUNDS

OTHER (Parks, Port, County, EDI, WTA, etc)

UNKNOWN FUNDS

FUNDED UNFUNDED

2019-2024 TIP PROJECT FUNDING SOURCE SUMMARIES

STREET FUNDS

TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT - Resurfacing

TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT - Nonmotorized

Cost Estimates (000's) 2018 Dollars

FUNDED UNFUNDED

Cost Estimates (000's) 2018 Dollars

WSDOT Grant Pending

WSDOT Grant Pending










































