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Purpose of Trail Planning

• Provide recreational amenities and safe 
access to and between parks and open 
spaces

• Ensure the public trail facilities are built 
concurrently with private development

• Coordinate trail map (right) plans with bicycle 
and pedestrian plans

• Target future Greenways acquisitions

PROS Plan Policy

“Ensure new development 

invests in and dedicates new 

parks, trails, street trees and 

open space.”
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Approach
Trail Planning



Workshop Map 1: Trail Connectivity Goals

Greenways Strategic Plan Objectives:

Acquisition Goal, Connecting parks. Create a 
network of pedestrian and bicycle trails to 
provide public access to parks and open space

Acquisition Goal, Connecting neighborhoods. 
Create a network of pedestrian and bicycle trails 
to connect neighborhoods and provide viable 
alternatives to motor vehicles. Development or 
redevelopment of shared use trails should be 
pursued only when dedicated “green” trails are 
not feasible or likely. The use of shared sidewalks 
should be minimized. “Green” trails are preferred 
over “grey” trails. 

Development Goal, Improve access to current 
parks, open spaces and trails. Utilize effective 
signage, accessibility, and level of service that 
promote inclusivity, equity, and education. 
Develop trails to improve multimodal connectivity 
along and between neighborhoods, parks and 
open spaces.” 

Connect parks and open 

space corridors; link to 

neighborhood hubs 

Add street system links 

between trails

Identify barriers



Workshop Map 2. Trail Connectivity Goals

Identify arterial trail corridors

Connect to regional trail corridors

Define city or neighborhood-scale loop trails

Add Trailhead amenities: Parking, bathrooms, dog stations, 

benches



Trail Routing Criteria

• Environmental sensitivity avoidance (wetlands, habitat 
areas, topography)

• Ownership: public lands, rights-of-way, and private 
development where compatible

• Equitable access

• Barrier crossings

• Minimize redundancies with Bike and Pedestrian



Data Sources 

• Existing PROS Plan trail facilities map

• Neighborhood trail plans

• Park master plans

• Bike & Pedestrian master plans

• Heat maps

• GAC Trails Subcommittee goals

• Public input



Neighborhood Trails Mapping



Trail typology - Where does this trail 
belong?
• Setting and volume of use

• Type of use

• Trade-offs for accessibility, cost, 
and durability

Add a post-it with parks and 

open spaces where each 

trail could work.
Examples: Samish Crest, Boulevard, Whatcom 

Falls, Peter Zuanich, Northridge Park, Lake 

Padden, Bear Creek, Queen Mountain



Trail Typology Considerations 

What is the trail 
setting and volume 
of use?

• Urban setting vs. 
sensitive 
ecological feature

• 100’s users/day 
vs 100’s 
users/month
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Recreational Use?

• Hiking, jogging, 
skating, walking, 
biking, 
transportation, 
nature watching
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Trail Typology Considerations 

Trade-offs:

Cost - Design, materials, excavation, bridges, etc. 

Accessibility – Who gets access?

Trail experience

Durability and maintenance
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GAC Results 



August 7, 2025 
Workshop Results



Workshop Summary

The group was divided into two groups to work on mapping activities at different stations. The participants 

were tasked with discussing trail connections and trail amenities on both the north and south sides of 

town. They asked to mark new trail opportunities, main arterial trails, and possible loop trails, considering 

environmental sensitivity, ownership, and equitable access. 

Discussions involved potential routes, challenges such as private property, and difficult terrain. The group 

agreed that improving trails on the north side should be a priority. The underserved area has a growing 

population, and connections to key areas like schools and parks are difficult without a vehicle. They also 

touched on regional trail connections and the need for better east-to-west routes. 

Types of trails were presented and discussed. The pros and cons of different trail surfacing included 

accessibility, environmental impacts, maintenance, and cost. Interest in providing one accessible, multi-

use trail option with lower-impact side trails was expressed.



Greenways Online Mapping Pins



Greenways Online Mapping Comments



GAC Trail Subcommittee

Incorporate recommendations into the 
PROS Plan:

• Trail corridor route guides

• Trail mapping app

• Property markers

• Trail maps and wayfinding

• Safety Lighting

• Trail building
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