
Flip to view background information. You can also continue writing your ideas in the white space on the back. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSIDERATIONS As Bellingham grows, sustainable compact development is needed. Flip to the back of this page to see what types of 
neighborhoods the community asked for in Phase 1. More of these types of neighborhoods will be encouraged and 

permitted by the Bellingham Plan, but we need to consider what will change as these neighborhoods grow.   
 

How do we make these types of neighborhoods livable and vibrant? What are some considerations we need to account for? 

Write your group’s ideas here.  Example: “Denser residential neighborhoods may not have enough private outdoor space, so more public parks may be required.” 

 

  



BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Phase 1 identified several neighborhood types that are not common in Bellingham today but that are popular with residents. 

Write additional neighborhood considerations here. 
Think about the pattern of your life today and what it might be in the future. 

How do you get from place to place, and what kinds of things do you do close to 

home vs farther away? Knowing change will happen, what are things to balance 

to ensure neighborhoods meet the needs of everyone? 

What kind of neighborhood Phase 1 activity 
 

An early activity at the September 2023 open house showed significant interest in residential areas with some 
commercial uses mixed in. The online version of this question produced similar results. 
 

 

Housing Preference Survey: Preferred Neighborhoods 

Similar results came from the statistically valid Housing Preference Survey 
(1,475 responses from a representative sample of Bellingham’s residents). 
The two neighborhood types that respondents preferred most were small-
scale and urban residential. These moderate scale residential areas with some 
commercial uses mixed in are less common in Bellingham today than some of 
the other choices: 

Small-scale Residential (up to 3 stories): Mix of single-family homes, 
triplexes, townhomes, and other small-scale homes. You may find a 
corner store, coffee shop or park within walking distance, but expect a 
drive, bus, or bike ride to larger services. (31% of residents prefer) 
Urban Residential (up to 5 stories): A mostly residential area with a 
core of businesses and mixed-use buildings. Housing includes a diverse 
mix of forms like single-family detached, townhomes, and small 
apartment or condominium blocks. Walkable, convenient access to 
transit and services with some car dependency. (27% of residents 
prefer, and this was the most common preference if residents are 
unhappy with their current neighborhood) 

 


