After flowing in an underground tunnel for over 120 years, a section of Padden Creek is open to the daylight again.
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The Padden Creek Daylighting project restores fish passage, reduces flooding risk, and improves water quality in our community.

In the early 1890s, a portion of

Padden Creek was diverted underground

into a brick tunnel almost a half mile long.

The tunnel was meant to drain wetlands
and divert surface water, including
Padden Creek, from the surrounding land
in preparation for the Great Northern
Railroad in Fairhaven. However, the
railroad was never constructed.

Unfortunately, the undersized tunnel
caused periodic flooding, created a
barrier to migrating fish, and degraded
water quality and habitat.

1891 Historical Tunnel Map

. HAPPY VALLEY OUTLET

4" and 5 8ecttons —— e Ce— —

From faiis.at rf % Comguif 1 19" Strect
i and Charles o tov E of 3275+

g long Comwgil

4 o IEC
o ke .
U{g(ﬂwﬂ(c/: Cffrce

Facr Raoin Haak

|
__DONOVAN. _AVE.

tien o et New creek channel j\ R

. esees Former creek channel N

' Tunnel sroren
SHOMING TUNNEL CROSS SECTY

Visit cob.org and search “Padden Creek” to learn more.

In 2015, the City of Bellingham daylighted a section of Padden Creek by re-routing the creek out of an underground tunnel and into an
open stream channel. The wider, more natural channel approximates the creek’s historical location and provides fish access to over a mile
of previously inaccessible habitat. The project also reduces the risk of flooding for over 150 nearby residences.

A bridge was built in 2013 by the
Washington State Department of
Transportation in preparation for
the re-routing of the stream.

The tunnel outlet was
.} modified to prevent fish from
] entering the tunnel and allow
stormwater to flow out.

# migration while accommodating
high stream flows.
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safeguard against flooding.

A pedestrian bridge at

the Interurban Trail Rotary
Trailhead creates salmon-
friendly viewing of the stream.

Routing the stream out of the
tunnel reduces flooding risks by
allowing the stream to flow in a

larger, more natural channel.

At the tunnel inlet, a barrier
ensures that Padden Creek
remains in its new channel.
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