
Public Comment Received by ccmail@cob.org starting June 12, 2017 

TOPIC:  Rental Barriers/Concerns 

 
 City of Bellingham Council Members,  
 
Thank you for convening the June 13, 2017 Town Hall addressing affordable housing in Bellingham. 
There certainly is a need for “affordable” and safe housing here and in all economically dynamic cities in 
our state and country. Bellingham has an extra challenge in providing housing because of a growing 
student population and a geographic location between bay and mountains.  
 
One factor that was not addressed in the presentation was the short term rental business, namely 
Airbnb, VRBO, Home Away, and their effect on the affordable housing shortage.  
The June 13, 2017 Bellingham Herald article "Not Much Room at the Inn ...."  
 
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article155790049.html reported that Airbnb "has seen a 
steady increase of Airbnb hosts in Bellingham, with the number of active members up to 390." The 
article doesn’t mention additional units that are registered as VRBO, Home Away and other platforms.  
Aside from the fact that short term rentals, i.e. less than 30 days, are illegal in all Single Family Zones in 
Bellingham, these units potentially could be providing permanent housing for residents of our city. In 
addition, this business activity is unregulated, possibly dangerous with code violations that are not 
enforced.  
 
The impetus to allow increased Accessory Dwelling Units in all zoned areas of the city is predicated on 
the belief that this will provide more "affordable" housing and that owners who build these will be 
adding to the "affordable" housing stock and not use the unit as a short term vacation rental.  
Certainly there are some owners who want to build a unit for a family member, caregiver, to age in 
place or as a source for extra income. However, with the high construction costs and fees and increased 
property taxes, it would be financially expedient to turn that ADU from a long term rental into the more 
financially lucrative short term vacation rental business either from the initial build or when the original 
need has been satisfied.  
 
If the ADU ordinance is changed to allow more infill in every zone of the city, the ordinance should also 
prohibit short term rental use. There should be provisions to collect funds for inspectors and to hire 
code violation enforcement officers and meaningful penalties for violations.  
Regulations, ordinances, and laws should never be enacted without providing for the means to enforce 
them.  
 
Sincerely,  
Anita Ballweg  
Ray Ballweg  
812 16th Street  
Bellingham WA 98225 
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From: bamdad@comcast.net [mailto:bamdad@comcast.net]  

Sent: Monday, June 19, 2017 2:37 PM 

To: bamdad@comcast.net; MY - mayorsoffice@cob.org <mayorsoffice@cob.org>; CC - Shared 

Department <cc@cob.org> 

Subject: Re: Affordable housing 

Just a couple other suggestions. 

 

1) audit WWU and find out how short they are on providing housing for students. They should be 

accountable for building more units depending how many students are enrolled. 

 

2) A renter registration program. People with better driving records get cheaper auto insurance. Could 

work in a similar way for the registration program. A more responsible renter could end up with lower 

rates and or move-in expenses. Note one reason section 8 funding is not ideal for landlords has nothing 

to do with financial discrimination, it's the way section 8 renters tend to treat the property. Shouldn't 

renters be held as accountable as the landlords? 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

 

From: bamdad@comcast.net 

To: ccmail@cob.org,mayorsoffice@cob.org 

Cc:  

Sent: 2017-06-16 11:08:00 AM  

Subject: Affordable housing 

Why is the subject of affordable housing so elusive? All that you need to do is look at the actions of the 

City council over the last few years. The restrictions, policies, and levies that you support drive up costs. 

What was it, 1.5-2 years ago I stood up in front of you guys and urged you NOT to pass the rental 

registration and inspection because it would drive up rental costs. Just last year you encouraged the 

Greenway levy where not only do you tax the land owers, but you remove viable construction (well if all 

the COB restrictions and costs made building viable in the first place). Seems a lot of renters think 

property taxes, oh that doesn’t affect me. They don’t realize that these costs have to get passed on. 

Also owning a home is NOT a right. I could not afford a home when I moved to Bellingham so I bought a 

duplex and raised my family in 800 sq ft with the rental income offsetting the cost. Sure I would love for 

my family to live in a 3,000 sq ft house, but I am not entitled to that. I could probably afford it now, but I 

am happy with having the additional money to do other things. People need to make their own life 

choices and path, government just needs to stay out of the way. 

I try to be reasonable to my tenant because she doesn’t have a lot of income, but you guys force me to 

raise the rent. In 15 years she has been a tenant I have raised the rent 1 time and it was when you guys 

messed with the way water was handled and my water bill went to $300 every 2 months. Now I am 

faced to raise it again with all the additional costs going on. Sure is hard to tell my tenant that though 

when she is worried about her car being repossessed, but I’m not in this for making money, I am just in 
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it to support my own housing. I’m sorry, but it’s time for the Mayor and the Council to have some fiscal 

responsibility and reduce the burden. 

Sincerely, 

David McCluskey 

3rd Ward Bellingham 

 

June 18, 2017 

Dear Mayor Linville and Bellingham City Council, 

I am unable to attend the council meeting tonight, but did attended the Town Hall Meeting last week 

and have two questions.   

The first is why is it necessary to check all rentals? Why not assure that each renter receives information 

on their rights and responsibilities. The renters, should be given information about where they can take 

their complaint and how soon it will be investigated if they have not heard from the landowner or 

management company within a specific time period.  This would target land owners and especially the 

property management firms that seem to be the source of so many of the complaints. 

The second issue is can the city pass a regulation that will stop discrimination against citizens in our 

community who receive housing assistance?  I know it has been banned in other areas, such as 

Redmond, Seattle and Vancouver.  

Thank you for holding the Town Hall meeting.  The issues of homelessness are incredibly disturbing to 

many of us in Bellingham. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Z. Rofkar 

 

 

From: BETHANY [mailto:bethanyaldrich@comcast.net]  

Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2017 6:26 PM 

To: Barker, April <abarker@cob.org> 

Subject: Overcoming Rental Barriers 

 

June 13, 2017 

  

Bellingham City Council 

Attention: April Barker 

mailto:bethanyaldrich@comcast.net
mailto:abarker@cob.org


210 Lottie Street 

Bellingham WA  98225 

  

Subject:  Overcoming Housing Barriers 

  

Hello, 

  

I watched your meeting dated June 5th online and wanted to comment on my personal and professional 

experiences with the very real challenges we have in today’s society when it comes to housing barriers. 

In order for you to understand my position, I feel it is important to give you some of my personal 

history.  

  

As a child I grew up in a single parent household on welfare and section 8 housing living in 

Bellingham.  During my high school years there was a period of time that our family was homeless and 

we bounced from home to home, living with friends until we got into a temporary housing transition 

program.  After high school, I met my husband, at the time I met him he was homeless and living at the 

Lighthouse Mission.  At 18 years old, I got pregnant and we turned to the only resource I knew in my 

short life, DSHS.  At 19, we married, but lived on assistance programs and struggled to get by month to 

month on that basic assistance until my husband got a job.  He worked full time and I took on small jobs 

cleaning apartments and babysitting until we got to a point where we felt we didn’t need the assistance 

any longer.  We cancelled our food stamps, even though we still qualified, we wanted better for our 

family then just living on government assistance barely getting by.  

  

Eventually we both worked at full time jobs.  I can remember times when hours were short and we 

could not afford to pay our bills and have food.  It was hard coming home from work and taking my kids 

with me to sit in line at the food bank for 3 hours to get food to help us get by so we could afford to pay 

our bills, but we did it.  We were part of the first group of people to go through the Whatcom Dream 

program to learn about budgeting and planning.  We worked hard to apply the lessons we learned and 

we used the assistance programs available as a hand up as they were intended, where it seems so many 

others just use it as a hand out expecting to live on the limited funds for life.  For the most part, that is 

not what these programs were intended to provide.  Today I work full time as a property manager in 

Bellingham, but have put years of hard work and dedication into doing my very best to better our lives.  I 

am still a renter and I hope that being one makes me better at doing my job and that my life experiences 

help me to be compassionate to others in similar circumstances.  

  

There is a real problem with homelessness in our country, I am sure you at the City Council hear many 

stories about how people cannot get a place to live because they are on housing programs or don’t 



make enough money, claiming discrimination against their income source.  However, what you do not 

hear is how hard landlords work to help those who come through our doors or the fact that so many of 

these same tenants claiming discrimination have other barriers that stand in the way of getting 

housing.  Barriers like negative rental references, previous evictions, negative credit history, owing a 

former landlord money, criminal history.  There is so much more than meets the eye here.  Forcing 

landlords to accept housing assistance programs or to accept a payment plan for move in funds is not 

going to solve the problem, Seattle is an example of that.  Our community has many resources available 

through many non-profit programs to assist tenants with startup funds, all of which I have worked with 

as a property manager over the years with much success.   

  

We live in a time of entitlement when people think and feel they are entitled to be given additional 
chances, even when their actions have previously proven that they are not going to do their part to be 
responsible parties.  When will people wake up and realize that we have to live with the consequences 
of our actions.  Individuals need to take responsibility for their choices.   
  
When I moved out and I owed my landlord for painting over my toddlers scribbles, I worked hard to pay 
it off so it would not affect me today.  I have a child with a disability and now as she approaches 
adulthood strive to teach her to the same lessons I learned so that despite her disability she can learn to 
stand on her own two feet as much as possible.  We started adult life on welfare, on a fixed income, 
barely making it from month to month, but we learned from our experiences and did our best to better 
ourselves.   
  
I am a renter, I have experienced and overcome hardship and struggles, I suffer from health problems 
and often go home in physical pain, I have 3 children, a child with epilepsy and Borderline Personality 
Disorder who has been in and out of the hospital her whole life, I have experienced loss and 
PTSD/Depression/Anxiety so severe I could not go grocery shopping, I have experienced homelessness, I 
have experienced having to choose bills over food for my babies.  These are challenges that many 
people have to walk through and learn to overcome, but I chose not to let these things define who I am 
or dictate how I would live my life.   
  
Today I am a successful property manager and I can see both sides of the coin.  There are days I go home 
frustrated because I want so desperately to help someone get into housing, but when there are other 
barriers such as I mentioned above I cannot put my property owners at risk by placing someone in their 
investment who fails to qualify because of their history.  I never want to put someone in a position 
where they are set up to fail.  I have some amazing owners that I represent who work almost exclusively 
with low income tenants.  I want to see a solution to this problem but I also believe people have to take 
accountability for their choices in life.  There is no easy fix, you can only truly help people who want to 
help themselves.  I understand better than most that there are circumstances that may be outside of 
someone’s control, that is why we have so many outreach programs in our community. 
  
I caution you to not just view this as an effort to improve dealing with financial barriers to low income 
households, but to look at the overall impact implementing this legislative mandate will have on rental 
costs (such as the rental registration and inspection program has).  There is a very real financial cost to 
landlords that management companies will have to pass on to the owners to cover the increased work 
load for overseeing this program, which ultimately results in higher rents.  Implementing a payment plan 
such as being discussed will require additional written agreements, additional monthly review of every 



account, sending out reminder notices, additional billings for late payments, collection costs for non-
payments and the cost of taking legal action when tenants default.  These are real world expenses that 
have a direct impact on the rental rates in an already tight rental market.   
  
While I suspect that my words may make little difference in the large picture, I felt it important that you 
hear from someone who has been on both sides of this issue.  I hope you will sincerely hear my words 
and see that there is far more to this issue.  Sometimes implementing new policy through mandate leads 
to unintended consequences.  This challenge requires people experiencing these hurdles to take positive 
actions for themselves and to be willing to do something to change their circumstances.   
  
Yours truly, 
 

 
 

Bethany Aldrich 

Email: bethanyaldrich@comcast.net 

 

Dear Council and Mayor Linville, 

 

I cannot attend the Town Hall on housing as I have a prior commitment, but I am writing to express my 

support for an citywide ordinance that bans Source of Income Discrimination for renters. I am very 

excited that you are finally pursuing this.  

 

As an aside, I am a homeowner in the Fountain District Urban Village neighborhood and have received 

two notifications from the city in the last month stating that my neighbors will be adding legal ADUs to 

their property. I couldn't be more delighted. I would love for one of my friends to be able to afford to 

live in my neighborhood in an ADU, near my house. Bring them on.  

 

Janet Marino 

2401 Kulshan Street 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

360-220-2836 
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From: Tara Almond [mailto:taraalmond98230@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, June 12, 2017 3:32 PM 

To: CC - Shared Department <cc@cob.org> 

Subject: Affordable Housing Meeting 

 

Greetings to a wonderful group of people! 

 

As a defacto landlord and also as Chair of the 40th District Democrats I am writing today to support the 

a proposed measure to prevent income discrimination if a tenant's income is disability income, Section 

8, or other voucher.  

 

I know from experience Section 8 is a fantastic program. My family owns a few low-income rentals in 

Skagit County and we've had many Section 8 tenants over the years. We always get paid on time, the 

Housing Authority does extra inspections every 6 months, and people generally want to keep their 

benefits and thus have to comply with program rules meaning most tenants are cleaner and more 

responsible than the average college student.  

 

The cost difference is only marginal to the property owner and in my opinion very worth it to know 

you've helped a struggling family or disabled individual. 

 

Yes, rental property owners have every right to earn money on their investment but affordable housing 

is a collective responsibility. There has to be bold and decisive action on behalf of our city government if 

we are going to rectify our local housing crisis. Despite what some realtors say, the market alone will not 

solve our problems. 

 

My only caveats are 1. to consider that if a landlord is already renting more than 10 or 20 percent of 

their properties to lower income residents and taking a less-than-market rate then maybe provide an 

exemption so the cost gets distributed more equitably among property owners, and 2. To keep in mind 

this will hit low-income property owners harder than luxury apartment developers and therein lies an 

inequity because it's still the lower middle class helping the poor. A better proposal would ensure that 

property owners with multiple apartment buildings are held to pay for part of that responsibility as well 

be it through an affordable housing fund or by a trade for waving height restrictions or other variances.  

 

My 2 cents! Thank you much for your time!  
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