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Public Open House #1, Comments from Maps 
Map Location (street or 

intersection) 

From To Comment 

Downtown 

(DT) 

    

DT 1 Kulshan St Elm St Meridian Heavy bike traffic on Kulshan  

DT 1 Elm & Broadway     Need signal sensors at 

intersection, Bike sensor for 

signal 

DT 1 Dupont & F St     Need signal sensors at 

intersection 

DT 1 Eldridge Ave Spruce St   Keesling St This chicane is dangerous- 

remove parking on the one side 

and install lanes. Not an issue for 

neighborhood 

DT 1 Eldridge Ave Squalicum Way Broadway repave 

DT 1 W Maplewood Ave Cherrywood Ave Alderwood Ave No Sidewalks 

DT 1 W Maplewood Ave Alderwood Ave  Cottonwood Ave Not much traffic: does it need a 

bike lane? Concrete road slows 

traffic with bad joints.  

DT 1 Roeder Ave Squalicum Way Broadway need bike lanes 

DT 1 Roeder Ave Broadway St C St need bike lanes 

DT 1 Waterfront Zuanich Pt. Park Boulevard Park Continuous biking path along the 

new waterfront redevelopment 

area (as originally proposed in 

the plans) 

DT 1 W North St Keesling St Pacific St Make North St (or Illinois) into a 

cross city route bike boulevard 

DT 1 W Illinois St Meridian St Sunset Dr Needs bike lanes. Yes! 

DT 1 Meridian St & W 

Orchard Dr 

    Hit by car at intersection 

DT 1 Northwest Ave W Maplewood 

Ave 

  busy ped xing 

DT 1 W Connecticut St & 

Kulshan St 

    Add stop signs on North and 

South  

DT 1 Ellis St Squalicum Way Sunset Dr Tough road 

DT 1 Sunset Dr Summer St Orleans St Needs bike lanes 

DT 1 James St Woodstock Way north Need bike lanes. Yes! Yes!-up to 

Kellogg or Stuart & King Mtn 

DT 1 Birchwood Ave Squalicum Pkwy James St Good improvement! Needs 

awareness that it exists 

DT 1 W Orchard & I-5     This bridge is scary, important 

DT 1 W Orchard I-5 James St Important trail 
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DT 1 Meridian & Broadway 

St 

    Improve sensor/ switch to time 

DT 1 Dupont St & F St     bike sensor 

DT 1 Downtown     Ped/Bike only 3rd phase for 

crossing roads downtown 

DT 1 Downtown     sharrows 

DT 1 Hannegan Rd     Bay to Baker Trail 

DT 1 Connecticut & 

Kulshan St  

    4 way stop (Planned Bike 

boulevard needs protection from 

N/S drivers) 

DT 1 Alabama St Cornwall east Needs bike lanes 

DT 1 Texas St Cornwall James St bike blvd 

DT 1 Texas St James St Nevada St bike lane 

DT 1 Grant St E Illinois St Kentucky St Bike blvd 

DT 1 James St Ellis St Alabama St Bike lanes, many businesses I 

want to go to but traffic and no 

shoulder makes it frustrating.  

DT 1 Ellis St & Flora St & 

York St 

Whatcom Creek   Connect trails 

DT 1 York &Ellis & Forest     Pinch point at intersection for 

cars pulling 45 degrees onto state 

St. 

DT 1 Carolina St & I-5     bridge 

DT 1 Nevada St Virginia St Kentucky St please pave this, pave this 

DT 1   Kentucky & 

Franklin 

King   

DT 1 Woburn St & Alabama     Look at xing 

DT 1 Texas St     Better route than Alabama 

DT 1 Magnolia & Ellis St & 

Potter 

    Needs better bike connection to 

Potter 

DT 1 Chestnut St     Three lanes each + hills = :( 

Contraflow lanes? 

DT 1 Chestnut St Central Ave Ellis  needs bike lane 

DT 1 Holly St     Three lanes each + hills = :( 

Contraflow lanes? 

DT 1 Railroad Ave Trail  York St E Laurel St needs signage to connect to trails 

DT 1 Railroad Ave Trail  York St E Laurel St signage to indicate bike crossing 

DT 1 Railroad Ave Trail  southern end of 

trail  

E Laurel St needs bike lane 

DT 1 N State Street Boulevard St ? Needs contraflow cycle track 

DT 1 H St Bancroft St Clinton St Connect trails 

DT 1 State St & York St     Cars turn right on red NW onto 

York from SW on State St when 

biker on sidewalk facing SE has 
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Walk light, driver is only looking 

to her left to see who's coming, 

and pedestrian and biker cannot 

step off of the curb.  

DT 1 N/A     Keep trails safe for Pedestrians 

DT 1 Prospect St & Dupont     No passing of bikes signage on 

this corner 

DT 1 w Holly St NE Squalicum Ave Indian St bike lane 

DT 1 Indian St Holly St Chestnut St bike lane 

DT 1 Lakeway Dr Ellis St ? needs bike lane 

DT 1 Lakeway Dr & civic 

field ped xing 

    bridge 

DT 1 Lincoln St Lakeway Dr  Meador Ave bike lanes 

DT 1 Ellis St Lakeway Dr  Edwards St bike lanes 

DT 1 E Maple St Edwards St  Otis St bike lanes 

DT 1 Samish Way  Otis St Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

bike lanes 

DT 1 Bill McDonald Pkway Samish Way ? two way please, connect to 

Humboldt 

DT 1 Bill McDonald Pkway 32nd St  Ferry Ave high density area 

DT 1 Elwood Ave Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

Lincoln St lots of traffic and lanes to cross, 

worst part of my route to 

Whatcom Falls 

DT 1 Elwood Ave Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

Lincoln St very difficult to cross on bike 

DT 1 32nd St Fielding St ? bike lane on 32nd 

DT 1 Jersey St  Myrtle St street 

end 

  create a bike path here (to 

connect to paths into the 

Arboretum) 

DT 1 Huntoon Trail 

(Sehome Hill 

Arboretum 

Highland Dr S College Dr this route is important (avoids 

the hill) 

DT 1 W College Way Highland Dr Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

Needs bike lane, Yes lanes create 

squeeze for bikes. Yes 

DT 1 Garden St Olive St ? Pave Garden 

DT 1 Waterfront Boulevard Park GP site Overwater walkway 

DT 1 Halleck St Peabody & 

Broadway 

Ohio & Cornwall Make bike boulevard. This will 

provide corridor to Whatcom 

Middle School.  

DT 1 Trail Northwest Ave & 

Squalicum Way 

Squalicum Creek 

Park 

Wonderful trail but muddy 

DT 2 Marine Dr.     Overpass over marine Dr (over 

Railroad)!! 
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DT 2 Marine Dr.      Bike lane. Need to extend out to 

Lummi Island ferry along 

Kwina/Cagey. Also up to Ferndale 

/crossing Slater Rd.  

DT 2 Marine Dr. & Seaview 

Ave 

    Very dangerous, people driving 

fast taking a right turn over bike 

lane 

DT 2 Monroe St Lafayette St Meridian Great option for bike boulevard  

DT 2 Downtown     Seniors shopping downtown 

thrift shops, book stores, 

antiques, Library, Farmer's 

Market . . . Cars backing out at 

me. Holly hill to dangerous. Few 

people on sidewalks. How about 

speed limits for one-speed bikes. 

Seniors on sidewalks, avoiding 

chaos that is downtown.  

DT 2 Bay St and Holly St     I was hit by a car. 

DT 2 Northwest Ave ? ? Commute Route 

DT 2 Northwest Ave & 

Birchwood 

    Hard to get L Arrow 

DT 2 Northwest Ave & 

Birchwood 

    Bike lane ends here. +1. 

DT 2 Birchwood Ave Northwest Ave  Cedarwood Ave Gaps in bike lane and sidewalk 

DT 2 Birchwood Ave & 

Meridian 

    Hit by car at intersection 

DT 2 Meridian St Squalicum Way Broadway St bike lanes 

DT 2 Kulshan St W Indiana St Broadway St Bike boulevard 

DT 2 Northwest Ave & 

Illinois St 

    Bike detector at signal 

DT 2 Monroe St Lafayette St Meridian Safe route to School 

DT 2 Broadway St/Elm St/ 

Dupont St 

    Bike detector at signal 

DT 2 Madison St Eldridge Ave Broadway St Bike boulevard 

DT 2 Broadway St & 

Madison St 

    Need a bike box here for left turn 

(+1) 

DT 2 New connection Victor St & 

Eldridge Ave 

Zuanich Pt Park 

Trail 

Would be an awesome spot for a 

bridge! Tons of people will walk 

and bike to restaurants (+1) 

DT 2 w Illinois St & 

Meridian St 

    Light does not trigger for bikes 

DT 2 w Illinois St Russell St ? No sidewalk so competing with 

pedestrians 

DT 2 Cornwall & Illinois St     Signal does not detect bikes 
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DT 2 W Illinois St & Sunset 

Dr 

    Light can be unresponsive 

DT 2 Broadway St & 

Monroe St 

    1-way conflict 

DT 2 H St W Holly St W North St Bike Lane 

DT 2 Dupont St & F St     bike detector 

DT 2 Dupont St & F St     Gap on SW corner (bike lane??) 

DT 2 W North St King St Keesling St bike boulevard 

DT 2 Cornwall St & 

Alabama 

    bike lane disappears through 

intersection 

DT 2 Cornwall Alabama St Ohio St Dooring danger 

DT 2 Dean Ave/Virginia Ave 

(?) 

    bike lane 

DT 2 Franklin St Kentucky St E Illinois St bike boulevard 

DT 2 Ellis St & Sunset Dr     help turning to hospital at signal 

DT 2 St Joseph's Hospital     No facilities to the hospital 

DT 2 E Illinois St & James St     Need signal lights and/or xing 

DT 2 James St & 

Woodstock Way 

    Lots of potholes. Dangerous!  

DT 2 Sunset Dr Cornwall Orleans St bike lanes 

DT 2 E Illinois St I-5 Woburn St Bike boulevard 

DT 2 Texas St Cornwall St St Clair St Bike boulevard 

DT 2 Alabama St     No bike lanes on Alabama, there 

are enough other close routes for 

bikes let's not make the bikers 

look needy and leave that one for 

the cars. I agree, no bike lanes on 

Alabama! Make blvds.  

DT 2 new trail segment Kentucky St & 

Virginia 

King St & 

Connecticut 

Connect the trails, or create bike 

blvd connector 

DT 2 Ellis St Sunset Kentucky St Suggested route (for bike 

boulevard connecting between  

trail segments) 

DT 2 Kentucky St Ellis St Lincoln St   

DT 2 Lincoln St Kentucky St Connecticut St   

DT 2 Lincoln St & Texas St     Good crossing, bike crossing 

DT 2 Ohio St & Ellis     trail crossing: flashing walk 

DT 2 Cornwall St & Ohio St     Light does not trigger for bikes 

DT 2 Nevada St alignment Kentucky St Whatcom Creek 

Trail 

bike ped (trail) connection on 

Nevada  

DT 2 Woburn St & Trail 

south of Iowa St 

    Ramp to trail from street. Yes!! 

DT 2 Barkley Blvd  e Sunset Dr Woodstock Way Bike lane 



119 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

DT 2 James St  Woodstock Way ? Bike lanes needed! No shoulder, 

lots of traffic and potholes.  

DT 2 Whatcom Creek Trail 

(Cornwall 

Flora St Ohio St trail intersection signs are missing 

DT 2 Flora St Cornwall St N State St Road diet, seam in road 

dangerous 

DT 2 Commercial St Holly St E Magnolia St pothole in turn lane, buzzer sign 

DT 2 Champion St Cornwall St Ellis St Parking on east side of roadway: 

area to watch for bikes when 

parking  

DT 2 Lakeway Dr Ellis St I-5 Tough to get across this 

intersection onto Lakeway. Some 

way to get onto Lakeway 

eastbound when coming up 

Humboldt/Grant/Franklin 

DT 2 Lakeway Dr I-5 Racine St Need bike lanes very 

dangerous!!! Yes! Better to 

reroute instead. 

DT 2 Meador Ave/Lincoln 

St  

James St Fraser St Very dangerous!  

DT 2 Fraser St Lincoln St 1/2 block east Connect this (bike lane) 

DT 2 Fraser St, Puget St, 

Lakeway Dr 

    reroute for Lakeway 

DT 2 Chestnut St Cornwall Ellis St Separated bike lane on Chestnut 

St, reduce to 2 car lanes.  

DT 2 Railroad & E Maple 

(Trail intersection) 

    fix this 

DT 2 Railroad & E Maple 

(Trail intersection) 

    permanent bike pump, + repair 

equipment / tools @ Market 

Square 

DT 2 Holly St & Forest St     bike box 

DT 2 N Forest St & N State 

St 

    This is a total mess for bikes. 

Connect north bound to trail. 

DT 2 Waterfront Boulevard Park Zuanich Pt Park  (Waterfront trail). This was the 

proposed bike/walking path in 

the new waterfront area. Please 

reconsider putting this back into 

the plan (S.P). Yes this would be a 

great trail.  

DT 2 Prospect St & Holly St     Hit by car at intersection 

DT 2 Prospect St Dupont St Bay St bike lanes 

DT 2 E Holly St Bay St Indian St bike lanes 

DT 2 N Samish Way E Maple St Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

Add bike lanes or N Samish with 1 

car lane in each direction and 
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turning bays (road diet) 

DT 2 Trail  Ellis St York St Please fix bridge between Ellis & 

York. Main route for many uses. 

This missing bridge is causing 

cyclists to go over the railroad 

trestle bridge (@ the bank on 

State and York). This is very 

dangerous b/c the raised bridge. 

We need the bridge back for 

overall connectivity and safety. 

Yes it would be great to have this 

bridge back. The bump on the 

alternative bridge by the bank is 

dangerous.  

DT 2 Holly St Indian St Bay St Should be reduced to 2 lanes for 

cars and the third lane made as 

bike lane.  

DT 2 Waterfront Area Pine St Palm St New Park 

Northwest 

(NW) 

    

NW 1 Northwest Dr Smith Fields W Bakerview Rd 2-way cycle track to smith fields. 

Not a bike lane-needs to serve 

kids and moms, so separate from 

traffic.  

NW 1 Aldrich Rd Cordata Northwest Ave Add bike lanes to Cordata along 

Aldrich,  

NW 1 June Rd (planned) Aldrich Rd W Kellogg Rd Add wayfinding for this route 

NW 1 W Bakerview Rd & 

Northwest Ave 

    Difficult intersection for bikes to 

get in the left turn lane. Yes. Yes. 

Yes. Yes! 

NW 1 Informal connection 

through parking lot 

Eliza Ave Pana Vista Dr. formalize this connector 

NW 1 Eliza Ave Eliza Ave Spring Dr Route needs signs, yes! Yes! Fire 

lane but is not kept clear. 

NW 1 Sterling Dr & Bellis 

Fair Pkway 

    formalize this connector 

NW 1 Bellis Fair Mall     How do bicyclist get to the mall? 

Very difficult! 

NW 1 Guide Meridian & 

Kellogg Rd 

    bike box 

NW 1 Guide Meridian & E 

Bakerview Rd 

    bike box 

NW 1 Guide Meridian     Meridian is very scary for biking. 

No room for bikes in traffic.  

NW 1 Guide Meridian &     intersection very scary 
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Telegraph Rd 

NW 1 Guide Meridian Birchwood Ave W Bakerview Rd bike lane 

NW 1 Guide Meridian Birchwood Ave W Bakerview Rd Can meridian be made Safer? 

NW 1 E McLeod Rd Telegraph Rd James St good connection, good route 

NW 1 Guide Meridian W Stuart St north Sweep 

NW 1 James St Woodstock Way E Bakerview Rd Bike lanes. Yes, Please, Yes! Yes, 

Bike lanes Yes! Add bike lanes.  

NW 1 Birchwood Ave  Squalicum Pkwy Meridian St Add bike lanes 

NW 1 Telegraph Rd dead-end east of 

James St 

Midway Ln & 

Hammer Dr 

gap 

NW 1 Division St & Hammer 

Dr 

Fruitland Dr   gap 

NW 1 Hannegan Rd north of sunset 

intersection 

  Lane between guard rail and 

multiple lanes going SE. Yes! Yes! 

NW 1 Squalicum Pkway Birchwood Ave Ellis St Add bike lanes. Yes! 

NW 1 W Illinois St Northwest Ave Woburn St Bike Blvd. Yes! Yes! 

NW 1 Cornwall & W Illinois 

St  

    doesn’t detect bikes 

NW 1 W North St Cherry St Cornwall St   

NW 1 E Illinois St & 

Lincoln/I-5  

    This bridge is really narrow and is 

a bit of a blind spot. 

NW 1 Squalicum Way Northwest Ave Meridian St Improve Open Old Rail Trail, 

there are homeless and wild dogs 

NW 1 Cedarwood Ave Birchwood Ave Cedarwood Ave Gaps in bike lane 

NW 1 Cedarwood Ave Firwood Ave Cedarwood Ave Needs sidewalk 

NW 1 Marine Dr Bridge Lindbergh Ave W Illinois St Separated trail along road west of 

the bridge, over bridge or around 

bridge. Trail could go on 

greenways land to Wynn Rd. Fix 

this bridge. Very dangerous but 

hugely traveled.  

NW 1 Waterfront Rail     Change BSNF Rail-line into a 

bicycle trail 

NW 1 Sunset Pond James St east Improve Bay to Baker Trail 

NW 2 Northwest Dr north City Limits Needs bike lane, Yes! Frightful 

bike ride down this hill (North of 

Trout Lake Rd) 

NW 2 Bellingham Airport     Covered bike parking at the 

airport would be super! 

NW 2 Aldrich Rd W Horton Rd Mahogany Ave Marine Drive would be better 

than this (for proposed bike 

lanes). 

NW 2 Whatcom community 

College 

    Make students safe. Yes! 
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NW 2 Cordata Pkway W Horton Rd W Bakerview Rd Needs bike lane. This is the 

second scariest St in B'ham. A 

bike lane would help. 

NW 2 Stewart Rd & Cordata 

Pkwy 

    signal needed 

NW 2 Mahogany Rd  Aldrich Rd trail entrance Connects now. Fix drainage 

NW 2 W Kellogg Rd Cordata Pkwy Tull Rd Bike lane 

NW 2 Guide Meridian Kellogg Rd Telegraph Rd Horrible (+2) just smoothing the 

pavement through here would be 

a huge improvement. I ride 

through here and up to Lynden 

on the Guide several days per 

week. Make this work. 

NW 2 Bellis Fair Mall     Bike boulevard through paring 

area to bypass meridian.  

NW 2 Guide Meridian E Bakerview Rd ? south Connect mall to south. All of the 

guide needs work.  

NW 2 Westerly Rd     add to map 

NW 2 W Bakerview Rd Northwest Ave Cordata Pkwy Bike lane ends at Northwest Dr. A 

protected lane would feel safe. 

Currently doesn't due to traffic 

speed.  

NW 2 new trail segment Sterling Dr. 

/Leroy Pl 

Eliza Ave/Bellis 

Fair Pkwy 

trail here 

NW 2         

NW 2 McLeod Rd & 

Northwest Ave 

    round about in construction 

NW 2 James St E Kellogg Rd Woodstock Way Bike lane!!!, need bike lane. 

Make wide bike lane on hills.  

NW 2 James St & Bakerview 

Rd 

    Bad intersection. Roundabout! 

NW 2 Maplewood Ave Alderwood Rd Cottonwood Rd Remove extruded curb 

NW 2 Birchwood Ave Laurelwood Rd Northwest Ave These roads are not bike friendly. 

Fix.  

NW 2 Cedarwood Laurelwood Rd Northwest Ave These roads are not bike friendly. 

Fix. Repaving Cedarwood would 

make it fine.  

NW 2 Squalicum Way Norwest Ave Guide Meridian Connect parks. Old Rail trail now 

home to campers, dogs at large.  

NW 2 Cornwall     wayfinding in park 

NW 2 new trail (connecting 

Gilbert Dr to W 

Orchard Dr) 

I-5 James St surface rail bed 
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NW 2 Birchwood Ave Squalicum Pkway James St Bay to Baker/bike lane connector. 

2nd that bike lane idea. 3rd that: 

connect to Hannegan road to 

west from E Orchard Dr. 

NW 2 Barkley Blvd  Orleans St Woburn St Bike lane has grooves. Also too 

narrow.  

NW 2 E Illinois St Orleans St Woburn St Illinois is a bike blvd candidate 

NW 2 Ellis St Sunset Dr Squalicum Pkway need bike lanes to hospital 

NW 2 Guide Meridian     All the Guide needs work 

NW 2 Prince Ave     Prince Ave car facing west: driver 

is only looking left. Is oblivious to 

anything in her path. Officer 

offers victim a ticket, just old & in 

the way, was on sidewalk.  

NW 2 North Bellingham     Make a corridor from East 

Bellingham to WCC (without 

using Meridian) 

NW 2 NW of Bellingham City 

Limits 

    Kwina to Cagey Rd is narrow and 

dangerous! Many bikers follow 

Marine Dr out to Lummi View Dr. 

Very sketchy ride in sections. (+1) 

NW 2 NW of Bellingham City 

Limits 

    Please continue out to Lummi 

Ferry 

NW 2 Marine Dr     Please continue bike lanes to 

Slater Rd Fix RR Bridge. Yes! Yes! 

Overpass by rail road (before 

Wynn Rd/Marine Dr is 

dangerous.  

Southwest 

(SW) 

    

SW 1 General     Keep trails safe for Pedestrians 

SW 1 General     Make sure signals esp. for left 

turns pick-up cyclists. Mark loops 

w/ T.  

SW 1 Forest & State & 

Boulevard 

    Very bad intersection for 

bicyclists and walkers. Do 

something to make the clearer 

for cyclists connecting from State 

St to the bike trail. Agree. 

Transition from sidewalk to trail.  

SW 1 State St  Boulevard North Allow bikes to go the wrong way 

on State.  

SW 1 Holly St     Sharrows/lanes on Holly 
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SW 1 N Samish Way  Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

north Shared lane marking? Not heavy 

traffic could make a bike/bus lane 

need bike lanes here! (x2) Yes! 

Samish is bad for biking. 

SW 1 N Samish Way & 

Abbott St  

under  I-5   Cool spot for underpass shortcut 

SW 1 Samish Way  48th St Elwood Ave Need bike lanes. Ditto. No 

shoulder, very scary. Yes. Ditto 

that! Need space to walk too. 

Yes! Would like to see bike and 

ped lanes separated from traffic 

so that old ladies and families 

with children feel comfortable to 

use them. 

SW 1 36th St Fielding Ave Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

Gap no shoulder and very scary 

SW 1 Edwards St and Grant 

St 

    Create a cut-out in curb 

SW 1 Lakeway Dr Ellis St Queen St Sharrows, lanes. Indicator for 

drivers bicycle presence. Lakeway 

not safe for biking. 

SW 1 Whatcom St 

alignment gaps 

Toledo St Nevada St Need a back door to the shopping 

center.  

SW 1 Fraser St/Woburn St Lakeway Dr    Send bicycle boulevard to 

downtown via Frasier St 

SW 1 Toledo Hill Climb Lakeway Dr  Consolidation 

Ave 

Newton St, Whatcom St, Undine 

St, Edwards St, Toledo St, E Lopez 

St, Racine St 

SW 1 Lincoln St Elwood Ave Byron Ave Review Data (presence of bike 

lane?) 

SW 1         

SW 1 Elwood Ave 40th St city limits 

(Racine St 

alignment) 

sweet! 

SW 1 40th St Adams Ave Donovan Ave good route.  

SW 1 Connelly Ave I-5 36th Ave Kids use this to go to school. Bike 

and ped lanes please.  

SW 1 36th Ave Connelly Ave  Samish Way Kids use this to go to school. Bike 

and ped lanes please.  

SW 1 Yew St Wilkins St Jefferson St No shoulder very scary with 

traffic. Dangerous!!! Ditto!!  

SW 1 I-5 & Kellogg St     Bike/Ped Bridge @ cliff. (connect 

gateway) 
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SW 1 California 

St/Chuckanut Dr/Old 

Samish Rd 

    better connection avoiding 

Arroyo Park. Very hard to ride. 

Intersection throws bikes into 

road here.  

SW 1 Chuckanut Dr Fairhaven Park south Sharrow on road. Good idea! Or 

something like it. Agreed! Need 

more enforcement of speed 

limits.  

SW 1 Chuckanut Dr & 16th 

St 

    Separate bike lane 

SW 1 Donovan Ave & 10th 

St 

    Need better access to trail 

narrow steep.  

SW 1 Waterfront Trail  

(10th St alignment) 

Mill St Douglas St widen trail 

SW 1 S State St     Works great for bikes 

(rec/fitness/ commute)! 

SW 1 Bill McDonald Pkway 21st St` W College Way debris problem 

SW 1 General      leash laws 

SW 2 State St & Forest St & 

Boulevard St 

    the roundabout (proposed?) 

shown here does address one of 

my personal concerns: going 

north by bike on Boulevard from 

Fairhaven, getting across the 

Wharf St to use the foot bridge to 

the alley below state (behind 

Morse Hardware/Herald Bldg) 

(even with the recent change, 

going N using Forest would be 

ridiculous) - But the solution I 

have long advocated is a through 

alley - graded ramp down to the 

trail. Somewhere between 14th 

St and the turn off up from 

Boulevard up to the Armory (this 

would avoid 2 minor hills-an 

extra discouragement to trailer 

use. This would ideally include 

aped/bike crossing and 

discontinuing the bike lane from 

there Northbound.  

SW 2 Oak St & Indian St     Bike lane and road narrow here. 

Remove bump out please 

SW 2 Indian St  E Maple St  E Laurel St Parking on downhill should 

switch to uphill.  

SW 2 Ivy St N Forest St N Garden St Bad curb, eliminates access 
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between 'hoods.  

SW 2 N State Street & E 

Maple St 

    bad intersection 

SW 2 E Maple St & Railroad     Improve intersection on Maple. 

Can't see traffic on Maple 

SW 2 E Laurel & Railroad     better trail connection 

SW 2 E Chestnut Cornwall Ave Ellis St Add bike lane (preferably 

separated_ on Chestnut between 

Railroad and Ellis. Reduce car 

lanes to 2 (seems to be all that's 

needed) 

SW 2 E Holly St Cornwall Ave Lincoln St add bike lanes 

SW 2 Potter St & Ellis St     bike trigger for signal 

SW 2 Lakeway Dr     Needs bike lanes! 

SW 2 Lincoln St Lakeway Dr  north connect bike lanes 

SW 2 Lakeway Dr Lincoln St Queen St Need bike lanes! Yes!!! Ditto! 

IBID! Please?! X1,000,000 Yes! 

Agreed! 

SW 2 Lakeway Dr & Puget 

St 

    Need trigger light.  

SW 2 East side of I-5 freeway onramp 

near Elwood Ave 

Lakeway Dr Multi-use trail here. Fix deadly 

drop off.  

SW 2 Lincoln St Ashley St North 100' gap in bike lane 

SW 2 I-5 & Edwards     bridge or underpass to cross I-5 

SW 2 Consolidation St 45th St 47th St Connect with development? 

SW 2 N Samish Way Otis St Bill McDonald 

Pkway 

Make N Samish 1 car lane in each 

direction with turning bays 

allowing room for bike lanes in 

each direction. +2 

SW 2 Sehome High School     Needs safe way to bike to school 

SW 2 32nd St Fielding Ave Donovan Ave Heavy use of bikes on 32nd St 

SW 2 S Garden St Ferry  Beech repave Garden 

SW 2 General      Bike lanes need to be kept clear 

more often 

SW 2 S State St     Swept more often 

SW 2 Finnegan Way & 11th 

St 

    Vehicles speed should be under 

25 (angle parking + 

bikes/peds=trouble. Difficult to 

cross 11th as a ped and as a 

cyclist. 

SW 2 Mill Ave & 10th St & 

Trail 

    Needs calming device to 

slow/alert entry onto 

multipurpose roadway at 10th 

and Mill.  
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SW 2 10th St Douglas St north trail 

entrance 

needs signage to connect 

SW 2 Boulevard overwater 

trail 

    snow bikes so pedestrians are 

safer 

SW 2 Harris Ave Marine Pk 10th St Needs maintenance 

SW 2 2oth St alignment Bennett Ave Easton Ave a better trail here on the short 

section (through park) 

SW 2 Mills Ave Finnegan Way 21st St Bike blvd +3 (or Harris?) 

SW 2 Interurban Trail North of 14th St 

alignment 

  Improve trail drainage here 

SW 2 Interurban Trail (along 

Chuckanut Dr) 

Old Samish California Difficult connection (+1) 

SW 2 30th St Old Samish Connelly Ave Needs a bike lane on uphill side.  

SW 2 I-5 & (south of) 

Connelly Ave 

    bridge or underpass to cross I-5 

(along Cody St alignment) +1 

SW 2 New Trail 36th St  Connelly Ave 

across I-5 

Connect Padden creek trail with 

interurban trail (between  

SW 2 Padden Creek Trail 36th St  34th St great trail extended down to 34th 

St 

SW 2 Samish Way 48th St   Too rough 

SW 2 24th St Old Fairhaven 

Pkwy 

Mill Ave/school Eliminate ditch, road needs to be 

widened 

SW 2 I-5 at Donovan Ave     Under/overpass suggested 

SW 2 Samish Way Ridgemont Way College St Repave, too rough, bad 

pavement on shoulders, needs 

better shoulders esp. northbound 

SW 2 Samish Way & 40th St     Fix deadly curbs and potholes 

SW 2 Yew Street Rd  Samish Way Tacoma Ave No shoulder, very scary add bike 

lanes 

Northeast 

(NE) 

    

NE1 Northshore Dr Britton Rd City Limits Needs bike lane 

NE1 Lake 

Whatcom/Electric Ave 

    Need a way to get from here to 

downtown on street, not on 

Alabama 

NE1 Electric Ave City Limits Alabama St Sidewalk and shoulder 

NE1 Woburn St City Limits Iowa St Climbing hill need 

NE1 Woburn St & Trail 

south of Iowa St 

    Delete curbs 

NE1 Meador Ave N State St I-5/Lincoln St Why this gap? 

NE1 Meador Ave I-5 Trail entrance Suggest light 

NE1 Meador Ave I-5 Trail entrance Dangerous curve, fast traffic 

NE1 Trail entrance Meador Ave I-5 Common homeless campsite, 
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debris in trail often 

NE1 James ST & Kentucky 

St 

    Bike crossing 

NE1 Trail along Kentucky 

St 

Moore St Nevada St Bumpy, needs to be paved 

NE1 James St Alabama St Iowa St Suggest bike lane to connect 

trails 

NE1 Trail entrance south 

of Memorial Park 

James St E North St Signage on route to continue 

west - E North? Connecticut? 

NE1 Michigan St Alabama St Texas St Circle of death, two both 

intersections along Michigan 

NE1 James St and 

Connecticut 

    Signal crossing 

NE1 E Connecticut and 

Orleans St 

    Signal crossing 

NE1 E Illinois St Ellis St Woburn St This is almost a bike boulevard 

now. Improving crossings at 

James, Orleans, and Woburn 

would be cool. 

NE1 Memorial Park E Illinois St E Maryland St Add path with gravel compatible 

with road tires 

NE1 Trail from St. Clair - 

east/south 

    Nice! 

NE1         

NE1 Orleans St & Barkley 

Blvd 

    Dangerous intersection, sooo 

dangerous!! 

NE1 Orleans St & E Sunset 

Dr 

    Dangerous intersection, sooo 

dangerous!! 

NE1 Woodstock Way, 

north side 

James St Orleans St Bike lane contain bumps (roots) 

and often have twigs and debris 

NE1 James St Woodstock Way Birchwood Ave Lots of potholes and no shoulder 

= dangerous connector! 

NE1 James St   City Limits Improve the Bay to Baker Trail 

NE1 James St   City Limits Finish Bay to Baker Trail 

NE1 James St   City Limits Sea to Ski Trail 

NE1 Woburn St/Hannegan 

Rd 

E Sunset Dr Division St Bike Lane and sidewalk needed 

(even more because it's a 

trucking route) X3 

NE1 James St E Orchard Dr Fruitland Dr Suggest bike blvd or trail 

NE1 Division St & Hammer 

Dr 

    Suggest tail 

NE1 James St Woodstock Way Kellogg Rd Busy - no room for bikes 

NE1 James St Woodstock Way Kellogg Rd Rough road 
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NE1 James St Woodstock Way Kellogg Rd Bad road surface, no room for 

bikes or peds x 2 

NE1 James St Rd Gooding Ave  North King Mtn needs a trail to access 

points north (BMS Park!) 

NE1 Woburn St & Barkley 

Blvd 

    Suggest trail north/east to high 

school off Baker Hwy/Tree Farm 

Ln 

NE2 Northshore Dr     Bike lanes-bike route to "Y" Road 

NE2 Fraser St Meador Ave Woburn St Use as a signed alternative to 

Lakeway + 1 

NE2 Meador Ave James St Fraser St Need bike lane 

NE2 State St York St Iowa St Bike lane 

NE2 Bellingham St Valencia Woburn St Curb 

NE2 Texas St Ellis St St. Clair St Bike Boulevard 

NE2 St. Claire St Texas St, Iowa Dr, 

Crown Ln, View 

Ridge Dr 

Alabama St Needs Signs for climbing route +1 

NE2 St. Claire St Texas St, Iowa Dr, 

Crown Ln, View 

Ridge Dr 

Alabama St Agree! [need signs for climbing 

route] Especially trying to 

connect downtown and 

Barkley/Silver beach/Alabama 

NE2 St. Claire St Texas St, Iowa Dr, 

Crown Ln, View 

Ridge Dr 

Alabama St Good route up avoiding Lakeway 

and Alabama 

NE2 St. Claire St Texas St, Iowa Dr, 

Crown Ln, View 

Ridge Dr, W 

Crestline Dr 

Barkley Blvd Needs Signs for climbing route 

NE2 Franklin St Kentucky St E Illinois St Bike Blvd +1 

NE2 E North St Columbia 

Neighborhood 

I-5 Bike Blvd 

NE2 Alabama St & I-5     Improve crossing 

NE2 Texas St & I-5     Suggest crossing 

NE2 Kentucky St & I-5     Good underpass for bikes 

NE2 E North St & James St     Suggest bike crossing 

NE2 E Illinois St West of Ellis St Woburn St Bike boulevard + 1 

NE2 Barkley Blvd & 

Chandler Pkwy 

    Button for flashing light is bad for 

bikes 

NE2 Trail off Sussex Dr     Safety issue for school kids on 

this low-visibility trail 

NE2 Squalicum Creek Hannegan Rd E Sunset Dr Connect here as climbing route 

(DNR owns it) 

NE2 Woburn St/Hannegan 

Rd 

E Sunset Dr E Bakerview Rd Add bike lanes 
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NE2 Squalicum Creek Hannegan Rd Birchwood Ave Connect Hannegan to St. Joseph's 

using old rail 

NE2 James St Woodstock Way E Bakerview Rd Bike lane! 

NE2 James St & 

Woodstock Way 

    Fix road/this corner 

NE2 Alabama St West of Ellis St Electric Ave No bike lanes on Alabama, leave 

for cars and safer bike routes 

nearby 

NE2 I-5 James St Lincoln St Get across 

NE2 Hannegan Rd City Limits north Please continue bike lane her and 

take down sign that says "End 

Bike Lane" 

NE2 Mt. Baker Hwy City Limits north/east No safe way to Squalicum High 

Southeast 

(SE) 

    

SE1 Lake Louise Rd     Sweep shoulder (and bike 

"lanes") frequently (it's getting 

better I think) 

SE1 Yew St Rd City 

Limits/Samish 

Way 

Tacoma Ave Very dangerous 

SE1 Yew St Rd City 

Limits/Samish 

Way 

Tacoma Ave Wade King Elem. - lots of kids 

want to ride to school from 

development to SW 

SE1 Yew St Rd Kingsmill St San Juan Blvd Separated trail, not widened road 

+1 

SE1 Samish Way Larrabee Ave 48th St More sweeping +1 

SE1 Samish Way Larrabee Ave 48th St Not safe 

SE1 Samish Way Larrabee Ave 48th St Narrow lane 

SE1 Samish Crest Trail 48th St/Samish 

Way 

north Future trail. This would be great 

bike trail to connect to Lake 

Padden 

SE1 Iowa St Monroe St Woburn St Need break in fence to bike this 

(arrows pointing north to 

Kentucky) 

SE1 Iowa St Monroe St Woburn St Need bike lanes +1 

SE1 Iowa St Monroe St Woburn St Cycle track 

SE1 Iowa St & Woburn St     Difficult to bike this intersection 

SE1 Fraser Street end of ex. Bike 

lanes 

Old Woburn St Better connection +1 

SE1 Fraser St & Woburn St     Awkward crossing 

SE1 Fraser St & Woburn St     Remove curb or curb cut on east 

side of Woburn and crossing X2 

SE1 Meador Ave James St Lincoln St Difficult to cross here, poor sight 
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distance 

SE1 Meador Ave James St Lincoln St Need signage or bike lanes 

SE1 East side of I-5 Byron 

Ave/Lincoln St 

North of Iowa St Trail along I-5 (like in Olympia) to 

take the 60% of 1-5 trips that are 

less than 5 miles, also to forestall 

the excessive widening of 1-5 

that is planned 

SE1 Lakeway Dr I-5 Puget St Need bike lanes x 4 

SE1 Lakeway Dr I-5 Puget St Cycle track +1 

SE1 Lakeway Dr I-5 Puget St Need bike lanes or parallel route 

downtown to lake x 2 

SE1 Lakeway Dr Grant St Puget St Need bike lanes here too 

SE1 Nevada St/44th St     Speed control roundabout 

SE1 Lakeway Dr Queen St Old Lakeway Dr Lower speed limit 

SE1 Lakeway Dr & I-5     Need tunnel like on Binkley (sp?) 

SE1 Trail between Iowa 

Dr/Iowa Place & 

Rhododendron Way 

    Wider and patch hole for bikes 

SE1 General comments for 

SE 

    A. Re-gravel existing paths more 

often. B. Clean shoulders more. 

SE1 Birch St Lakeway Dr south This area needs bike and jogging 

lanes very badly. Extremely high 

use are and dangerous for all. 

SE1 Electric Ave Lakeway Dr north Sweep shoulders/lanes 

SE1 Electric Ave Lakeway Dr north Better shoulders 

SE1 General comments for 

SE 

    Leash laws on trails 

SE2 Lake Whatcom Blvd Cable St east Access to and from Sudden Valley 

SE2 Flynn St/Lakeside Ave Electric Ave N Terrace Ave No good access to downtown 

from Gereca (sp?) +1 

SE2 Flynn St/Lakeside Ave Electric Ave N Terrace Ave Signage needed for wayfinding 

SE2 Iowa St I-5 Woburn St Really unpleasant 

SE2 Woburn St Iowa ST Lakeway Dr Bike lane needed 

SE2 Woburn St & Fraser St     Improve crossing to trail into 

Whatcom Falls Park 

SE2 Woburn St & Fraser St     Needs curb cut 

SE2 Yew St/Woburn St Lakeway Drive Iowa St Climbing lane 

SE2 Lakeway Dr & 

Kenoyer Dr 

    Gap 

SE2 Lakeway Dr/ north 

side 

Woburn St Kenoyer 

Dr/Silver Beach 

St 

Connect trail& repave 
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SE2 Birch St Lakeway Dr south Most in need of bike/jogging lane 

entire city. Short length, high 

priority 

SE2 Iowa St, north side Moore St Pacific St Wayfinding markers here (at 

trails) 

SE2 James St & Ohio St     This whole intersection is 

dangerous 

SE2 James St & Ohio St     Allow bikes to go north? 

SE2 N State St     Need bike lane on State 

SE2 Fraser ST bike lanes     Great for bikes! 

SE2 Lakeway Dr I-5 Puget St Horrible for cyclists + Amen + I 

agree! Lakeway is the worst x 2 

SE2 Lakeway Dr I-5 Puget St Need bike lane +1 

SE2 Lakeway Dr King St Nevada St Bike and ped bridge somewhere 

in here 

SE2 Whatcom St 

alignment gaps 

St. Paul St Toledo St Connect  +1 

SE2 Yew St Spring Valley Ave San Juan Blvd More sweeping +1 

SE2 Yew St Samish Way Tacoma Ave Add bike lane + 1 (yes!) 

SE2 Yew St Samish Way Tacoma Ave Very dangerous 

SE2 Samish Way Larrabee Ave 48th St Add bike lanes +1 

SE2 Samish Way     Rough road, no shoulder 

SE2 General comments for 

SE 

    Many "Dead End" signs on roads 

that lead to trails, "Except for 

bike/peds" added to bottom? 

SE2 Galbraith Mountain 

Trails, SE corner 

    Connect to Lookout Mtn 

SE2 General comments for 

SE 

    Leash laws on trails 

 

Online Survey 
The following pages provide full results from an online survey that was conducted over a two-month 
period (April-May 2013) during the development of the Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan. The survey is 
comprised of 30 questions regarding perceptions of bicycling and transportation habits of Bellingham 
community members and was made available online at the City’s website. The survey gathered 
information on existing bicycle behavior, favored bicycle facility types, barriers to bicycling in 
Bellingham, and attitudes toward bicycling for transportation and recreation. 

The 832 responses received from participants offer a look into the perceptions regarding bicycling in 
Bellingham. Most respondents were between the ages of 25-64 (84.3%, 701 respondents). There were a 
balanced number of responses from females (50.8%, 413) and males (49.2%, 410). Geographically, the 
respondents were dispersed across (as well as outside of) the City. Participants in this survey were not 
chosen at random and are not a statistically valid sample. 
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Interactive Map 
Using an interactive online map, the public was invited to provide location-specific comments on 
informal connections, desirable routes, streets of concern, bikeway gaps, maintenance issues and 
challenging crossings of major roadways. This approach helped draw participation from all areas of 
Bellingham. The mapping exercise was advertised through a variety of on- and off-line mediums. The 
online map link was also promoted at libraries and other locations for individuals without internet 
access at home. Over a two-month period (April-May 2013), 388 point and 246 linear route comments 
were identified by the public. Information collected from the interactive map was considered in the 
development of a study network for field evaluation (see Study Network map, Chapter 3). The following 
pages provide full results for destination (point) and route (linear) comments. Maps for both destination 
and route comments are provided, followed by lists of respondent comments. Each comment has a 
unique identifier (ID#) that appears on the corresponding point or route on the maps. 

 



161 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



162 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 

 



163 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



164 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



165 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



166 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



167 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



168 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



169 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



170 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



171 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



172 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



173 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



174 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



175 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



176 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



177 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



178 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



179 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



180 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



181 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



182 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

 



183 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

Focus Groups 
 

 Focus Group Findings 
 

Focus Group Key Findings 

Parks & Recreation Department 
June 19, 2013 
Discussion with Parks 
Department staff on 
connectivity between on-street 
bicycle network and trails, and 
bicyclists' use of and needs in 
parks. 
 

 The Parks Department’s goal is to get more people biking 
with the vision of connecting trails and on-street bicycle 
facilities to create a seamless network to help people get to 
where they want to go. 

 There needs to be a seamless system of signage whether on 
trail or roadway regardless of jurisdiction.  

 There need to be good on-street connections between trails 

 Parks will consider paving short trail connections between 
street rights of way on parks property. A maintenance 
agreement will need to be determined between Parks and 
Transportation for the upkeep of these trail segments.  

 Routing bikes through parks will be evaluated on a case by 
case basis 

 High quality connection needed along waterfront for 
commuters (i.e. Whatcom Waterway Trail is not appropriate 
for bikes) 

 Bike and pedestrian conflicts should be addressed through 
signage i.e. “Use bell or voice when passing”, “share the trail” 
and wayfinding to direct bicyclists away from pedestrian 
appropriate trails. 

Fire Department  
June 19, 2013 
Discussion with BFD staff on 
street design and the needs of 
emergency response. 
 

 It is important to keep the street grid intact by avoiding 
restricted access or diversion. 

 It is acceptable for Fire trucks to drive over traffic calming 
devices (i.e. traffic circle aprons) vs. full street blockage 
which they cannot get through.  

 It is important to recognize that on some streets there are 
fire hydrants only on one side of the street.  

 The Fire Department does not have designated fire routes 
but use arterial streets as much as possible and residential 
streets for local access.  

 Posted 30 MPH speed limit is ok on an arterial street so that 
Fire will go 10 MPH over the speed limit at maximum 40 MPH 
in case of an emergency. 

 Residential streets are ok with speed limits at 20 MPH. 

 The department prefers bicyclists to use residential streets to 
avoid conflicts on arterial streets.   

Western Washington 
University 
June 20, 2013 

 Key access points to Western: 21st St, 25th St (to Arboretum 
then through Fairhaven College), Sehome trail to E College 
Way, Indian St. 
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Discussion about how to best 
coordinate with WWU for 
access to and through the 
campus and the street network 
needs of WWU students and 
staff.  
 

 Western created dismount zones in the campus core to 
reduce conflicts between bicyclists and pedestrians. 
Education campaigns help to encourage compliance. They 
installed large bicycle parking facilities just outside the core 
area. 

 Western prefers to use QR codes for directory signage. They 
suggest the City indicates routes to and through campus on 
our City bicycle route map. 

 High St is primarily a transit mall - cars aren't allowed. 
Bicycles are, but there are challenges due to bicyclists riding 
at high speeds downhill (conflicts at Oak St). 

 Western installed shared lane markings on E College Way to 
reduce conflicts between motor vehicles and bicyclists. 

 There is possible interest in improving a bicycle route on 21st 
St extension then along the backside of Carver Gym to 
connect to High St.  

 A bicycle route to extend E College Way behind Old Main to 
connect to Jersey St is not feasible due to grade.  

Opportunity Council  
June 21, 2013 
Discussion with homeless 
housing case managers 
regarding client and agency 
bicycling needs, concerns and 
ideas for improvements. 
 

 Needs: many clients don't have transportation and have 
difficulty getting to jobs. Having a bicycle would broaden 
their options. 

 Issues: not having bicycles, difficulty maintaining and 
securing bicycles, lack of equipment (lights, lock, baskets), 
lack of education about safe riding and rules of the road. 

 Suggestions: offer safe riding classes at the Opportunity 
Council (including safety for kids), teach people how to put 
bikes on buses, provide maps and brochures in the lobby, 
provide bike maps at bus stops, provide access to low-cost 
maintenance and use of repair tools, offer bike rental 
(BikeShare) program, bike locking stations that use a bus pass 
or bike card, bike buddies, stiffer fine for bike theft, offer 
"earn a bike" program, outreach campaign ("hip" and 
relevant posters of people biking), education for motorists 
(rules of road, awareness of bicyclists), increased 
enforcement (cite motorists and bicyclists). 

Opportunity Council  
June, 2013 
Client phone survey about 
bicycling needs, concerns and 
ideas for improvements. 
 

 Needs: safer access for bicyclists (bike trails and bike lanes). 

 Issues: unable to afford a bicycle, lack of education about 
rules of the road, lack of knowledge about bicycle routes and 
how to get around the city, bicyclists and skateboarders on 
the sidewalk are a hazard to pedestrians (particularly the 
elderly), don't feel safe riding in the road (motorists don't 
watch out for bicyclists). 

 Suggestions: provide extra resources for low-income people 
to buy bicycles, provide bicycle lights, information about a 
safe bicycle route between Samish and downtown, put in 
more bicycle trails and bike lanes (bike lanes on Alabama), 
bicyclists need to wear bright colors, add more bicycle police 
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officers, install green bike boxes at downtown intersections, 
at bicycle wayfinding signage. 

Sterling Meadows Affordable 
Housing 
July 8, 2013 
Discussion with residents about 
bicycling needs, concerns, and 
ideas for improvements. 

 Issues: parents don't feel safe letting kids ride, lack of 
education about safe riding and rules of the road, car traffic 
on Sterling Drive, kids not wearing helmets, 
pedestrian/cyclist visibility crossing from path at end of 
Sterling Drive to Bellis Fair Mall, lack of bicycle facilities on 
Bellis Fair Pkwy.  

 Suggestions: provide a separate bike trail out to Northwest, 
offer safe riding classes for children and families at Sterling 
Bike Works Project, options for low-cost or free helmets, 
create a park behind the church (place where kids could ride 
bikes away from traffic). 

 Formalize the trail connection between Sterling Drive and 
Bellis Fair Pkwy. And improve the crossing of Bellis Fair Pkwy: 
currently visibility is limited by vegetation on the curve.  

 Kids in the neighborhood don’t have a park nearby, they’d 
like to be able to ride to Cornwall Park (closest park on the 
opposite side of I-5) 

  
 

Police Department 
July 11, 2013 
Discussion about practices, 
bicyclist and motorists 
behaviors/attitudes, 
opportunities, and coordination 
with the BPD on enforcement 
related issues. 
 

 Issues:  
o Bicyclist behaviors: disregard for laws (wrong-way 

riding, sidewalk riding downtown, running stop signs 
and red lights) 

o Motorist behaviors: not yielding to bicyclists (when 
making turns at intersections), inattention, unsafe 
passing 

o Bicyclist attitudes: "Why should I have to follow 
traffic laws?" 

o Motorist attitudes: "They (bicyclists) shouldn't be on 
the road." 

 Recommendations: 
o Local bicycle clubs would like to see more 

enforcement for bicyclists to change behaviors. 
o Emphasis patrols that target specific unsafe bicycling 

and driving behaviors. 
o Education campaigns (BTV10, WWU, post on 

Facebook) to promote safe bicycling and driving and 
respect for all roadway users. 
 

Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) 
July 11, 2013   
Discussion about opportunities 
to improve I-5 crossings for 
bicyclists. 

 Short term: options to improve bicycle safety and access at I-
5 crossings could include wayfinding signs, sweeping, 
sidewalk and curb ramp replacements, and striping. 

 Long term: I-5 Master Plan - Fairhaven to Slater (includes 
projects to improve safety for bicyclist and pedestrian access 
at interchanges). 
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  WSDOT can include Bellingham's Bicycle Master Plan in the 
appendix of their Washington State Bicycle Facilities and 
Pedestrian Walkways Plan. 

 I-5 Crossings: 
o Lakeway Dr: Because the structure is old it might be 

less expensive to build a new tunnel crossing to the 
south.  

o Orchard Dr./James St: The City of Bellingham is 
applying for a grant to use the old rail road tunnel for 
a crossing. 

o Guide Meridian: Possible over pass at Van Wick Rd 
where James St ends 

o Illinois St: One idea is to use the east side and install 
a north/south tunnel to Sunset. 

o James St and Woodstock Way: Being upgraded to 
include a stop sign on  

o Woodstock. Orleans would need a southbound bike 
lane 

o Sunset and Racine: review the need for a traffic 
signal and trail 

o Maple St: Area would need to be evaluated. May be 
a possibility for an overpass.  

o Samish Way: short term considerations are the 
addition of signs and paint to improve the existing 
crossing.  

o Fairhaven Parkway: High bicycle crash location. 
Signal is proposed for the eastern intersection but 
unfunded at this time.  
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Student Survey Findings 
Question 6th Grade Students: sample size 44 2nd Grade Students: sample size 23 

Where do you 
ride your bike? 
 

 School 

 Friend's house in neighborhood 

 Elementary schools to play 

 Parks to play 

 Barkley Village 

 Skate park 

 Grocery store 

 Interurban and Railroad trails 

 Galbraith Mtn. trails 

 School 

 Friend's house in neighborhood 

 Parks to play 

 Elementary school to play 

 Boulevard Park (with parents) 

 Farmer's Market (with parents) 

 Downtown (with parents) 

 Library (with parents or older 
siblings) 

What prevents 
you from riding a 
bike? 

 Distance  

 Weather 
 

 Distance 

 Weather 

 Not having a bike 

Are your parents 
comfortable with 
you riding your 
bike? 
 

 Not on busy roads without bike 
facilities 

 Not when it is dark, or areas 
where there are few people 
present 

 Not alone 

 Not outside the neighborhood 

 Not alone 

 Not outside the neighborhood 

Where do you 
feel safe riding 
your bike? 
 

 Interurban and Railroad trails 

 Sidewalks 

 Bike lanes 

 Sidewalks 

 Neighborhood streets 

What would 
make it easier or 
safer for you to 
ride? 
 

 Better, safer route to the mall 

 More trails - separated from 
traffic 

 Better trail crossings 

 Bike boulevards 

 Safer intersections/crossings for 
bicyclists 

 Widening and paving Interurban 
and Railroad trails 

 Covered bike parking at school 

 Bike facilities downtown 
(sidewalk riding isn't allowed) 

 Wayfinding signage 

 More trails - separated from 
traffic 

 More bike racks at school and 
parks 
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PTA Survey Findings 
Question Sample size 14 

Do you or other family 
members ride bicycles? 
 

 The adults in our family ride bicycles - 92% 

 Our children ride bicycles - 85% 

What are the main 
barriers to your 
children and family 
members biking to 
school or in your 
neighborhood? 

 I'm not comfortable having my children cross busy streets - 46% 

 There is too much traffic in our neighborhood - 31% 

 Cars drive too fast in our neighborhood - 31% 

 My children have before or after-school activities that make it 
difficult for them to ride bikes - 31% 

 My children don't have an adult to ride with them - 23% 

 My children don't know how to bike safely - 1% 

 Other barriers: 
o New school attendance areas make it too far to bike 
o Concerned about busy arterial crossing 
o Kids can't put bikes or scooters on bus to after school care 
o Hills 
o Lack of bike racks at school, students can't afford to buy 

locks 
o High school student has too much gear to carry (musical 

instrument, sports gear, books) 

What would help you 
feel safer about letting 
your children ride 
bikes? 
 

 Bicycle facilities such as bike lanes, trails, etc. - 79% 

 Safer intersections and street crossings - 71% 

 Low volume, low speed streets to ride on - 64% 

 Bike safety classes in school - 43% 

 Having an adult or bike buddy to ride with - 36% 
 

What would you like to 
see addressed in the 
City's Bicycle Master 
Plan? It could be 
anything - bicycle 
facilities (such as bike 
lanes, trails, bicycle 
parking), education 
programs, 
enforcement, etc. 
 

 Please let the Bellingham School District know that citizens are 
frustrated with the non-geographic system of dividing the school 
regions so we can't bike to school. 

 Signage to inform/remind drivers that children are using this route 
to bike to school. 

 Bigger bike lanes and education programs on riding safely. 

 Bike lanes with a barrier between biker and cars and bike-only roads, 
more bike paths, more speed bumps in neighborhoods to slow down 
cars, police getting drivers who take free rights when not allowed. 

 Bicycle education, more bike racks and bike lanes. 

 More bike lanes. 

 Incentives to kids for biking, walking and taking school buses to 
school rather than having parents drive them. A Smart Trips type 
program for schools? We need to encourage and reward it more 
than one day/year. 

 Lower speed limit on Lakeway Drive from 35mph to 25mph. 

 The more people ride, the more bikes are seen by drivers. Think 
Amsterdam. There's still an image of bikes being in the way of cars 
on the streets. Education is part of the need. 
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 We need more educational programs for our children and families, 
bicycle parking around the Bellingham community and safer bike 
lanes. Families are also in great need of bicycle helmets for their 
children in Title 1 schools. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



190 
Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan –Appendix A 

Public Meeting #2  
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Base Maps of Proposed Network
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Bicycle Master Plan Open House #2 Public Comments 
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