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Locust Beach 

Trailhead
Public Meeting

November 19, 2015

Gina Gobo Austin, Project Engineer

City of Bellingham Parks and Recreation

Design and Development Division

Trail to the beach
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Overview

• Background

• Work completed

• Draft development plan

• Phase one plan

• Park name

• Next steps

• Public Comments

Locust Beach
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2008 CITY of BELLINGHAM PARKS

2007 WHATCOM COUNTY PARKS

2003-5 BELLINGHAM WATERFRONT FUTURES GROUP

• “Greenway anchor” at Locust
• “North Bay Beachwalk” to Locust
• “Waterfront integration”
• “Whirlwind Trailhead” high priority for 

implementation (Chapter 7)

• Locust Beach state tidelands are 
recreational opportunity

• Need for over 2 miles of new marine 
beach access

• 2 year citizen-based process 
• City Council Res. 2005-04 directed 

staff to include components in all 
plan updates

• Access to Locust from east

Background Info: 
Published Plans
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Locust Beach

Existing Public Shore Access

Little Squalicum Park
& Nooksack Loop Trail  

Marine Drive/Nooksack Loop Trail Route

“Alderwood
Greenway”

“Airport Greenway”

“North Bay Beachwalk”

STATE TIDELANDS

Background Info: Greenway 
Connections & Parking 

Future Parking Lot Existing Parking
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Background Info: 

Property Ownership
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Property Ownership
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Work Completed: 
• RCO Grant

• Stakeholder meetings:  
– DNR, WDFW

– County staff, law enforcement & Fire 

– Adjoining property owners

• City staff tour & design charrette

• General public meetings

• Site studies
– Land survey

– Asbestos removal

– Cultural resources

• Building demolition

• Hired consultant, draft plan

Neher house demo
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Draft Development 

Plan ( ~ $750k )

• Parking

• Landscaping

• Trash/dumpster

• Pet waste station

• Interpretive sign

• Park sign

• Bicycle parking

• Motorcycle parking

• Security lighting

• Restroom

Way finding Sign

Trailhead Sign

Restroom Building

Park Sign

Trash 
Receptacle
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Phase One Plan ( $330k )

• Gravel resurfacing

• Trash receptacle

• Signs

• Landscaping

• Portable toilet

• ADA parking

• Gate

• Trail improvements
Locust Beach
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Locust Ave
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Site Survey - Existing
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Draft Development Plan
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Phase One Plan
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Park 

Name: 

“Locust                   

Beach 

Trailhead”

Name originates 

from 1934 plat
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• Complete Design 2015

• Apply for Permits 2015

• Bid Spring 2016

• Construct Summer 2016

• Continue coordination 

with County staff & 

neighborhood

Next Steps: 

Phase One 

Locust Beach
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Public Meeting Comments 

11-19-2015
• The public should be informed about this drastic change in 

plans. Send out a mailer? 

• Post presentation to the website. 

• Remove parking along Locust Ave. It is a safety hazard. 
Make the shoulder a trail

• Need lighting

• This is a drastic change from the last meeting

• Install parking lot gate and enforce it. Lock it at night, make 
it effective, regardless if there are cars remaining inside

• Pay Port of Bellingham to manage gate

• Are property corners marked? If so, inform the public

• Who owns ravine area south of trail? 

• Need permanent restroom. Portable toilet will be smelly. 
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Locust Beach 

Trail Head
Public Meeting

November 19, 2015

Presented by: Gina Gobo Austin, PE

Project Engineer, Parks and Recreation 

Design and Development Division

(360) 778 – 7000  gaustin@cob.org


